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this House will go iato mourning, and wear crape 
for thirty days. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for 
the memory of the deceased, this House do now 
adjourn. 

The resolutions were adopted; and 

The House adjourned. 











Nore.—From the notice of the remarks of Mr. 
Tittinanast, in relation to the navy pensions on 
Friday, it may be inferred that he was opposed to 
the existing ‘aw of 1837, and for its repeal. Such 
was not his intention. On the contrary, he op- 
posed the repeal, and spoke against entertaining 
the section for its repeal as an amendment to the 
appropriation bill under consideration; considering 
it both irregular and unjust. He said if there were 
any specific abuse, as some gentlemen alleged, that 
could be traced to that law, rather than to other 
and specific legislation or to misconstruction, still 
this furnished no ground for a repeal of the whole 
law in this summary mode, providing no substitute, 
whereby the bread would instantly, withont notice 
or preparation, be taken fromthe mouth of the des. 
titate widow and the orphan child of the gallant 
men whose fand we had taken as trustees, and 
were bound to administer for the purposes so dear 
to their hearts. He referred to specific instances of 
hardship and cruelty, as well as as gross injustice 
and impolicy, which the repeal would produce, and 
it was to these that Mr. Pickens alluded in his re- 
ply. He contended for a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had repealed the act of 
1837; having personally requested one or two 
friends, who had voted in the majority to move a 
reconsideration; and in the beginning and end of 
his remarks, maintained that the act of 1837 was 
a portion of a system honorable to the country, 
and due to the navy, and ought not to be repealed; 
but if the imperfections or abuses existed, they 
should be considered in the shape of a separate bill 
for their correction, which I was led to believe the 
Committee on Naval Affairs would ere long re- 


port. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 30, 1840. 


The PRESIDENT stbmitted a communication 
from the Department of Sia'e, in answer toa reso- 
lution of the Senate of 231 inst. directing the 
Secretary of Ssate to communicate to the Senate 
the returns of the census of this year, so far as re- 
ceived into his office, giving only the azgregate of 
the population in each State or Territory, desig- 
nating the number of whiies, of free persons of co- 
lor,and all other persons, in three separate columns, 
and stating how far the returns are incomplete in 
any State or Territory; which was jaid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment in answer to a resointion of the Senate of 
the 21st inst. requesting the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to send to the Senate all the dccuments and 
papers relating to the reports of the different boards 
of commissioners acting under the act fer the 
final adjustment of claims tolands in the State of 
Lousiana, approved February 6, 1835; which was 
refefred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Juhn- 
son K. Rogers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Silas Deane; which was referred 
to the Commiitee on Revolntionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, the petition and 
papers of Warham Kingsley, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of James 
Williams; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the petii‘on and pa- 
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ders of Hannah Smith, now on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of John 
Landis, praying that Congress may purchase cer- 
tain pictures; which was referred to the Commitee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
large number of citizens of Onondaga county, N. 
Y. praying for the passage of a general baskrupt 
law; which was referred to the Commiitee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition of 
John Polhemus, now on file, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and Co. 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Com nittee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of the corporate authorities of the city of Mobile, 
reported the same without amendment. 

After some remarks by Mr. B. and on his mo- 
tion, the bill, by unanimous consent, was considered 
as in committee of the whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill making compensaiion to the State 
of Maine for the services of her militia, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of certain com- 
panies of Michigan militia, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition of 
the heirs of Madam De Lusser, reporied a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
con reading. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported 
the bill for the relief of Miguel Eslava without 
amendment. 

Mr. L. also, from the same commitiee,to which 
was referred the petition of the legal representa- 
tives of Pierre Bonhomme, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of John 
Maxwell, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the same committe, also 
reporied a bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hub- 
baid, Robert A. Kinsey, and others; which was 
read, aud ordered to a second reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bill for the 
equalization of the pay of the army was taken up, 
and Mr. P. from the Commitiee on Military Affairs, 
having submitted an amendment thereto, the bill, 
as amended, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
a memorial from citizens of Missouri, praying for 
a change in the mode of carrying the rail on a cer- 
tain route, asked to be discharged from its further 
considerat cn; which was agreed to. 

Mr. R. from he same commi tee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Fraucis A. Harrison; which was 
read, and ordered to asccond reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which were referred certain resolations of the 
Legislature of Alabama, reported a bill authorizing 
the seitlement and payment of certain claims of 
ihe State of Alabama; which,was read, and oidered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, alro, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph Pax- 
ton; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consiJerat‘on of the 
memorials of John Pritchett and Thomas C. Hur- 
dick; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that, on some conye- 
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nient day, where there was a general attendance of 
Senators, he would ask leave to introduce a bill to 
abolish the salt tax, and repeal the fishing bounties. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of previeus notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a biil for the 
relief of Samuel Norris and Frederick Saugrain, 
of Arkansas; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

UNIFORM BANBRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred various me- 
morials on the subject, reported a bill for the es- 
tablishment of auniform system of bankrapicy 
throushout the United States; which was read, and 
order to a second reading. 

Mr. C. said this bill was similar in substance 
with the bill which passed the Senate at the last 
session. As prompt action on the bill was desira- 
ble, he wished to make such disposition of it as 
would enable the Senate to dispose of it at its ear- 
liest convenience. The bill was then, on motion 
by Mr. C. made the order of the day for the 7ih of 
January. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to cede 
the public lands within the limiis of the new States 
on ceriain conditions therein named, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
experiments to be made on the application of steam 
to harbor defence. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to inoduce a bill for the relief of Enoch 
Evans: 

Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to ra- 
linquish to the State of Mississippi the two per 
cent.,which accrued upon her admission into the 
Union; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. W. from ihe Committee on Public Lands, 
to which was referred 

A bill for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the bounda- 
ries of the Southwest and Wesiern land district in 
said State; 

A bill te authorize the Legislaiure of Louisiana 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated (or the we 
of schools within that State; 

A bill to authorize the Legislature of Tennessee 
to sell the lands heretofore apprupriated for the use 
of schools within that State; 

A bill to confi'm the survey and location of 
claims for Jands in the State of Mississippi, east of 
Pearl river and south of the 31st degree of north 
altitude; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to the Senate a list of the drafis drawn by the 
Treasary Department, or by its order, that—be 
tween the 28th day of February, 1839, and the 4th 
day of Jaly last, and alco since the 4:h day of Jaly 
las'—have been protested for non-payment, or that 
have been presented for payment, and remain un- 
paid; exhibiting, in a tabular form, the da'e of sue’s 
draft; the names of the yayees; the names and of- 
fice of the drawee:; the place where payable; the 
lime when payable; the amonnt; the time when 
presented; and the time when protested. 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF WASIIINGTON. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted a motion directing 
the Secretary of the Senate to cause the bill to 
amend an! continue in force the acts to incorpo- 
rate the inhabitants of-the city of Washington, 
which was some days since referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Colambia to Le published in 
the daily newspapers of the city. His object in 
making the motion was to give the citizns who 
were so much interested in ihe matter an opportu- 
nity of examining the bill, and enable them to sug- 









66 











gest such amendments to the committee as they 

might deem useful or expedient. 

Afier some remarks from 
MERRICK modified his motion, so as io have the 
bill printed for the use of the Senate. 

The bi!l is in the following words: 

A BILL to amend and continue in force the act to 
incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of “America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington shail continue to be a body politic and cor- 
porate, by ine name of “the Mayor, Board of Alder- 
man,and Board of Common Council of the city 
of Washington,” to be elected by ballot as herein- 
after directed; aud by their corporate name, may 
sue and be used, implead and be impleaded, grant, 
receive, anddo all other acts, as natural persons, 
and may purchase and hold real, personal, and 
mixed property, or dispose of the same for the be- 
nefit of the city; and may have and use a city seal, 
and break and alter the same at pleasure. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pre- 
sent boards of aldermen and common council shall, 
before the Jast Monday in May next, divide the 
city into a number of wards not fewer than six, 
and not exceeding ten, in such manner,and with 
such manner, and with such bounds and limits, as 
to secure to each, as near 2s may be, an equal num- 
ber of the inhabi'ants of sai city. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That an elec- 
tion shall be held on the first Monday in June next 
for mayor of the said city, to serve for two years 
from the Monday next ensuing his election; and 
that a similar election for said officer shall be held 
on the first Monday in June in every second year 
thereafter, at the same time and places designated 
for holding the elections for the two boards, to serve 
for the same period, and until a successor shall be 
chosen. The commissioners hereinafter mention- 
ed, shall make out duplicate certificates of the 
election of mayor, and shall return one to the 
board of aldermen, and the other to the board of 
common council, on the Monday next ensuing the 
election, and the person having the grea‘est num- 
ber of voles shall be mayor. Dutin case twe or 
more persons, highestin vote, shall have en equal 
number of votes, then it shall be lawful for the 
board of aldermen and the board of common 
council to proceed forthwith, by ballot, in joint 
meeting, to determine the choice between such per- 
sons, and to elect one of the same to be mayor. 
The mayor shal!, on the Monday next ensning his 
election, before he eaters on the duties of his office, 
in the presence of the boards of aldermen and com- 
mon council, take an oath or affirmation, to be ad- 
ministered by a justice of the peace, “lawfu'ly te 
execule the duties of his office, to the best of his 
skill and judgment, without favor or partia- 
lity.’ He shall, ex officio, have and exer- 
cise all the powers, authority, and jurisdic- 
tion of a justice of the peace for the 
county of Washington, within the said county. 
He shall nominate, and, with the consent of the 
board of aldermen, appoint to all offices under the 
corporation, except commissioners of election, and 
may remove any such officer from office at his will 
and pleasure. He shall appoint persons to fill up 
all vacancies which may occur during the recess of 
the board of aldermen, to hold such appoistments 
tothe end of the then ensuing session. He may 
convene the two boards when, in his cpinion, the 
public good may requice it: and he shall lay before 
them, from time to. time, in writing, such recom- 
mendations of measures or alterations in the Jaws 
of the corporation as he may deem necessary and 
proper. He shall receive for his services, annu- 
ally, a jusi and reasonable compensation, to be al- 
lowed and fixed by the two boards, which shall 
neither be increased nor diminished during his con- 
tinuance in office. Any person, who is a free 
white male citizen of the United Stater, who shall 
have attrined the age of twenty-five years, and who 
‘hall bave resided in the city two years immediately 
preceding his election, shal! be eligible to the office 
of mayor. In case of the refusal of any person to 
accept the office of mayor upon his election thereto, 
oroft his death, resignation, inability, or removal 
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from the city, the said boards shall assemble and 
elect another in his place, to serve for the remain- 
der of the term, or during such inability. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the board 
of aldermen shall be composed of a number of 
memibers equal to the number of wards into which 
the city may be divided, one of whom shall be 
elected by the qualified votersin each ward, to re- 
side therein at the time of his election, and to serve 
for two years from the Monday next ensuing his 
election. The first election for aldermen shall be 
held on the first Monday in June next, and on the 
same dey in the same month every second year 
thereafter. The board of commsn council shall 
consist of two members from each ward, to be cho- 
sen by the qualified voters in each, so reside therein 
at the time of their election, and to serve for one 
year from the Monday next ensuing their election. 
The first eleetion for members of the board of 
common council shall be held on the first Monday 
in June next, and on the same day in the same 
month every year thereafter. Any free white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attained 
the age of twenty-one years, and resided in the city 
one year immediately preceding his election, shall 
be eligible to the board of aldermen or the board of 
common ceuncil. A majority of each board shall 
be necessary to form a quorum to do business, but 
a less number may adjourn from day to day; they 
may compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner, and under such penalties, and allow 
such compensation for the attendance of the 
members, as trey may by law provide. Each 
board shall appoint its own president, who 
shall preside during its sessions, and who 
shalt he entitled to vote on ail questions; 
they shall settle their rules of proeeedings, appoint 
their own officers, regulate their respective compen- 
sations, and remove them at pleasure, and may, 
with the concurrence of three-fourths of the whole, 
expel any member for disorderly behavior or mal- 
conduct in office, but not a second time for the 
same offence. Each board shal! keep a journal of 
its proceedings, and the yeas and nays shall be en- 
tered therein at the request of any member; and 
their deliberations shall be public. All ordinances 
or ac's, passed by the two boards, shall be sent to 
the mayor for his approbation, and when approved 
by him, shall be obligatory as such; but, if the 
mayor sha!l not approve of any ordinance or ac , 
so sent to him, he shall return the same within five 
days, with his reasons therefer in writing; and, if 
two-thir’s of both boards, on reconsideration there- 
of, agree te pass the same, it shall be ia force in 
like manner as if he had approved it; but, if the 
two boars shal}, by their adjournment, prevent its 
return, the same shall not be obligatory. Each 
board thall meet at the council chamber on the se- 
cond Monday in June next, at ten o’clock in the 
morning, for the despatch of business, and at the 
same hour on the second Monday in June in every 
year thereafter; and at such other times as the two 
boards may, by law, direct. 

Sec. 5. find be if further enacted, That there shall 
be elected in and for each ward, by the qualified 
voters resident therein, on the first Monday in 
June next, and on the same day in the same month 
every fourth year thereafter, one justice of the 
peace, to serve for four years from the Monday 
next ensuing his election. Any free white male 
citizen of the United States, who shall have attain- 
ed the age of twenty-five years, and resided in the 
city one year immediately preceding his election, 
shall be eligible to the office of jastice of the 
peace. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That one con- 
stable in and for each ward shall be elected by the 
qualified voters resident therein, on the first Mon- 
day in June next, aud on the same day in the same 
month every year thereafter, to serve for one year 
from the Monday ensuing his election. Any free 
white male citizen of the United States, who shall 
have attained the age of twenty-one years, and re- 
sided in the city one year immediately preceding 
his election, shall be eligible to the office of con- 
stable. Incase of the resignation, inability, death, 
or removal from the city, of any justice of the 
peace or constable, during the term for which he 
may be elected, the vacancy shall be filled by a 





new election in the ward in which such vacancy 
may occur, tobe held within ten days from the 
time of its occurrence. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male citizen of the United S'ates, who 
Shall have attained the age of twenty-one years 
and shall have resided in the city of Washington 
one year immediately preceding the election, sha] 
be entitled to vote for mayor, members of the board 
of aldermen, and common council, justices of the 
peace, and constables, and forevery other officer 
authorized to be chosen at any popular election un- 
der this charter. The declaration of one credible 


_ Witness, under oath or affirmation, as to the citizen. 


ship or residence required as aforesaid, shall, in any 
case where objection is made to the reeeption of a 
vote, be deemed and taken to be sufficient proof 
to entitle any citizen to vote at elections, 

Sec. 8. And be itfuthir enacted, That all elections 
shall be held under the superintendence of three 
commissioners in each ward, to be appointed by the 
two boards, in joint meeting, at least ten days pre- 
vious to the day of each election; and it shall be the 
duty of the commissioners, so appointed, to give at 
least five days’ previous notice of the place in each 
ward were such elections are to be held. The said 
commissioners shall, before they receive any bal- 
lot, severally take an oath or affirmation, to be ad- 
ministered by some justice of the peace for the 
county of Washington, “truly axd faithfully to re- 
ceive and return the votes of such persons as are 
by law entitled to vote fur mayor, members of the 
board of aldermen and board of common council, 
justice of the peace and constables, in their respec- 
tive wards, according to the best of their judgment 
and understanding, and not knowingly to receive 
or return the vote of any person who is not legally 
entitled to the same.” In a'l elections, under this 
act, the polls shall be opened at nine o’clock in the 
morning, and be closed at seven o’clock in the 
evening of the same day. Immediately on closing 
the polls, and before they separate, the said com- 
missioners for each ward,or a majority of them, 
shall count the ballots, and make out, under their 
hands and seals, a correct return of the persons hav- 
ing the greatest number of legal votes, respectively, 
together with the number of votes given to cach per- 
son voted for; and the person having the greatsst 
number of votes, respectively, shall be duly elected; 
and, in all cases of an equality of votes, the com- 
missioners shall decide the choice by lots. The 
said returns shall be delivered to the mayor on the 
day succeeding the election, who shall cause the 
result of the election to be published in some news- 
paper printed in the city of Washington. A du- 
plicate return shall, together with a list of the persons 
who voted at such election, also be made, on the 
day succeeding the election, to the register of the 
city, who shall preserve and record the same; and 
shall, within two days thereafter, notify the several 
persons, soreturned, of their election. And each 
board shall judge of the legality of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications, of itsown members, and 
shall supply vacancies in its own body, by caus- 
ing elections to be held to fill the same, and ap- 
point commissioners to hold the same; and such 
commissioners shall give, at least, five days’ pre- 
vious public notice of the time and place of hold- 
ing public elections. Each of the members of 
either board shall, before entering on the duties of 
his office, take an oath or effirmation “faithfully to 
execute the duties of his office, to the best of his 
knowledge and ability,” which oath or affirma- 
tion shall be administered by the mayor or 
some justice for the peace of the county of 
Washington. The said commissioners shall, 
also, make out duplicate returns of the persons 
receiving the highest number of votes for jus- 
tices of the peace and constables, and transmit 
the same to the mayor, by whom they shall respec- 
tively be commissioned. In case of an equal num- 
ber of votes for any two or more candidates for 
justices or constables, the commissioners shall de- 
cide the choice by lots. In case of the death, resig- 
nation, or inability to serve, of any commissioner 
of election, it shall be lawful for the mayor to 
make an appointment, in writing, to fill such va- 
cancy, which appointment shall be returned to the 
register, with the return of such election. And in 
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case the two beards shall neglect to appoint com- 
missioners to hold the election in any ward, the 
electors present at the place of holding the election 
in such ward at the time when such election 
should commence, to the number of ten or more, 
may proceed, viva vecz, to elect three commissioners 
to hold such election, who shall be sworn and pro- 
ceed in all respects as if they had been appointed by 
the two boards aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the cor- 
poration aforésaid shall have full power and au- 
thority to Jay and collect a poll-tax upon every free 
white male citizen of the age‘of twenty-one years 
or upward, not exceeding one dollar per annum; 
and to lay and collect taxes upon the real and per- 
sonal property within the said city: Provided, That 
no tax Shall be laid upon real property at a higher 
rate than three quarters of one per cenium on the 
assessment valuation thereof, except for the special 

urposes hereinafter provided; and that no tax shall 
be laid upon the wearing apparel, or necessary tools 
and implements used in carrying on the trade or 
occupation of any person, nor shall the same be 
subject to distress and sale for any tax; and, after 
providing for all objects of a general na'‘ure, the 
taxes raised om the assessable property in each 
ward shall be expended therein, and in no other, 
to establish a board of health, with compe- 
tent authority to enforce its regulations, and to es- 
tablish such other regulations as may be necessary 
to prevent the introduction of contagious diseases, 
and for the preservation of the health of the city; 
to prevent and remove nuisances; to establish night 
watches or patrols, and erect lamps in the streets; 
to preserve the navigation of the Potomac and 
Anacostia rivers acjsining the city; to erect, repair, 
and regulate public wharves, and to deepen creeks, 
docks, and basins; to regulate the manner of erect- 
ing, and the rates of wharfage at private wharves; 
to regulate the stationing, anchorage, and mooring 
of vessels; to provide for licensing, taxing, and 
regulating auctions, retailers, ordinaries, and ta- 
verns, hackney carriages, wagons, carts, and drays, 
pawnbrokers, venders of lottery tickets, money 
changers, and hawkers, and pedlars; to provide for 
licensing, taxing, regalating, or restraining theatri- 
cal or public shows and amusements, to restrain or 
prohibit tippling-houses, lotteries, and all kinds of 
gaming; to regulate and establish marke's; to erect 
and repair bridges; to open and keep in repair 
streets, avenues, lanes, alleys, drains, and sewers, 
agreeably to the plan of the city; to supply the city 
with water; to provide for the safekeeping of the 
standard weights and measures as fixed by Con- 
gress, and for the regulation of all weights and 
measures used in the city; te regulate the sweeping 
of chimneys, and to fix the rates or fees therefor; to 
provide for the prevention and ex'ingvish- 
ment of fires; to regulate the size of bricks 
t@ be made or used, and provide for the inspection 
of lumber and other building materials to be sold 
in the city; to regulate, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, the manner of 
erecting and the materials to be used in the erec- 
tion of houses; to regulate the inspection of tobacco, 
flour, butter, and lard, in casks or boxes, and salted 
provision’; to regulate the guaging of casks and 
l.quors, the storage of gunpowder, and all naval 
and military stores not the property of the United 
States, and the weight and quality of bread; to im- 
pose and appropriate fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
for the breach of their laws or ordinances; and to 
provide for the appointment of inspectors, constables, 
andsuch other cflicers as may be necessary to exe- 
cute the laws of tire corporation. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said 
corporation shall have fuli power and authority to 
lay taxes on paricular wards, parts, or sections of 
the city, for their particular local improvementr; 
and, upon application of the owners of more than 
one-half of the property upon any portionof a 
sireet, to cause the curb sioncs to be set, and the 
footways to be paved, on such portion of a street, 
and to lay a tax on such property to the amount of 
the expense thereof: Provided, Tbat such tax shall 
not exceed three dollars per front foot; and, upon 
a like application, te cause the carriage way of any 
portion of a street to be paved, or lamps to be 
erected thereon, and light the same, and lay 


a tax not exceeding the whole expense thereof, 
in due proportion, on the lots fronting on such 
portion of a street; and also to impose an 
addition or interest on the amounts of any 
such taxes, not exceeding ten per centum per an- 
num, when the same shall not have been paid 
within thirty days after the came shall have be- 
come due. Thesaid corporation shall also have 
power and authority to provide for the establish- 
meat and superintendence of public schools, and to 
endow the same; to establish and erect hospitals or 
pest-houses, watch and work houses, honses of 
correction, penitentiary, and other public buildings, 
and to lay and collect taxes for the expenses there- 
of; to regulate party or oiher walls and fences, and 
to determine by whom the same shall be kept in 
repair; to cause new alleys to be opened through 
the squares, and teextend those already Jaid out, 
upon the application of the owners of more than 
one-half the property in each squares: Provided, 
That the damages which may accrue thereby to 
any individual or individuals shall be first ascer- 
tained by a jury, to besummoned and empanelled 
by the marshal of the District of Columbia (and it 
is hereby made his duty to summon and empanel 
the same, in all such cases, upon application to 
him, in writing, by the mayor of the city.) and such 
damages to be paid by the corporation; the amount 
thereof, and the expenses accruing, shall be levied 
in due proportion upon the individuals whose pro- 
perty on such square shall be benefited thereby, 
and collected as other taxes are; to occupy and 
improve for public purposes, by and with the 
consent of the President of the United States, any 
part of the public and open spaces and squares 
in said city, not interfering with any private 
rights; to regulate the admeasurement and weight 
by which ali articles brought into the city for 
sale shall be disposed of; to provide for the ap- 
pointment of appraisers and measurers of builders’ 
work and materials, and also of wood, coal, grain, 
and lumber; to restrain and prohibit the nightly and 
other disorderly meetings of slaves, free negroes 
and mulattoes, by imprisonment, not exceeding six 
months for any one offence; and to punish such 
slaves by whipping, not exceeding forty stripes, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding six months for 
any one offence; and to punish free negroes and 
mulattoes, by penalties not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars for any one offence; and in case of inability of 
any such free negro or mulatto to pay any such 
penalty and cost therein, to cause him, or her, to 
be confined to labor for any time not exceeding six 
calender months; to cause all vagrants, idlers, or 
disorderly persons, all persons of evil life or ill 
fame, and allsuch as have no visible means of 
support, or are hkely to become chargeable to the 
corporation as paupers, crore found begging or 
drunk in or about the street, or loitering in or 
about t:ppling-houses, or who can show no reason- 


able cause of business or employment in the city, | 
an! all suspieious persons who have no fixed place || 
of residence, or who canot give a good account | 


of themselves, all eaves-droppers and night- 
walkers, all who shall be guilty of open pro- 
fanity or grossly indecent language or behavior 
publicly in the streets, all public prostitutes and 
such as lead a notoriously lewd or lascivious 
course of life, and allsuch as keep public gam- 
ing-tables ot gaming-houses, to give security 
for their good behavior, and to indemnify the city 
against any charge for their support; and in case 
of their refusal or inability to give such security, 


to cause them to be confined to labor until such se- | 


curity shall be given, not exceeding however one 
year ata time; but if they shall be found again of- 
fending, the like preceedings may be again had; 
and from time to time, so often as may be necessa- 
ry toenforce the departure of such vagrants and 
paupers as may come into the city to reside, unless 
they shall give ample security that they will not be- 
come chargeable on the corporation for their sup- 
port; to provide for the binding out, 2s apprentices, 
of poor orphan children, and the children of drunk- 
ards, vagrants, and paupers; to prescribe the terms 
and conditions upon which free negroes and ma- 
lattoes may reside in the city; to take care of, and 
regulate, burial grounds; to provide for the regis- 
tering of births, deaths, and marriages; to punish 
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corporeally any colored servant or slave, for a 
breach of any of their laws or ordinances, unless 
the owner or holder of such servant or slave shall 
pay the fine in such cases provided; and to pass a!! 
laws which shall be deemed necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the powers vested by 
this act in the said corporation or its officers. 

Sec. 11. And beit further enacted, That the mar- 
shal of the District of Columbia shail receive and 
safely keep within the jail for the county of Wash- 
ington, at the expense of the said corporation, al! 
persons committed thereto, under or by arthority of 
the provisions of this act. And in all cases when 
suit shall be brought before a justice of the peace, 
for the recovery of any fine or penalty arising or 
incurred for a breach of any Jaw or ordinance of 
the corporation, execution shall and may be issued 
as in all other cases of small debts. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That real pro- 
perty, whether improved or unimproved, in the city 
of Washingion, on which two or more years’ taxes 
shall have remained dve and anpaid, or on which 
any special tax, imposed by virtue of authority of 
the provisions of this act, shal] have remaine. 
unpaid for two or more years after the same 
shall have become due, or so much thereof, not 
less than a lot, (whea the property upon which the 
tax has accrued is not less than that quantity,) as 
may be necessary to pay any such taxes, with all 
legal costs and chargers arising thereon, may be sold 
at public sale to satisfy the corpora'ion therefor: 
Provided, That public notice of the time and place 
of the sale of all real property, for taxes due the 
corporation of the city of Washingion, shall be 
given in all cases hereafter, by advertisement in- 
serted in some newspaper published in said city, 
once in cach week, for at least twelve successive 
weeks, in which advertisements shall be siated the 
number of the square or squares, the number of 
the lot or lots, (if the square has been divided into 
lots,) the name or names of the person or persons 
to whem the same may be assessed on the 
books of the corporation at the time of such 
advertisement, the amount of the tax due on 
each square or jot, the period for which the 
same shall be due, and the aggregate amount 
of taxes due on a!l real property assessed, in 
the name of the same person or persons; but 
when a whole square is assessed to the same person 
or persons, though divided into lots, it may be as- 
sessed and advertised as if the same was not di- 
vided. And no sale of real property for taxes 
hereafter made, shall be impaired or void by rea- 
sou of such property not being assessed or adver- 
tised in the name or names of the lawful owner or 
owners thereof: Provided, Tae same shall be ad- 
vertised as above directed, or by reason of the 
amount of taxes due thereon not being correctly 
stated. Th purchaser or purchasers of any such 
property shall pay, at the time of such sale, the 
amount of ihe taxes due on the property so pur- 
chased by him, her, or them, respectively, with the 
amount of tie expenses of sale; and he, she, or 
they, shall pay the residue ef the purchase money, 
within ten days after the expiration ot two years 
from the day of s>'e, to the collector of taxes, or 
other oflicer of the corporation authorized to receive 
the same; and the amount of said residue shall be 
piaced in the city treasary, where it shall remain, 
subject to the order of the original proprietor or 
proprietors, his, her, or their legal representative:; 
and the purchaser o¢ purchasers sha!l receivea title 
in fee simple, in and to the lot or!o’s so svld and 
purchased, under the hand of the mayor and the 
seal of the corporation, which sali be deemed goud 
and valid in law and equity: Provided, nevertheless, 
That if, within two years from the day of any 
such sale, or before such purchaser or purcha- 
sers shal! have pid the residue of the purchase 
mony, as aforesaid, the proprietor or pio- 
prictors of any property which shall have been sold 
as afore: zid, his, her, or their heirs, agen's, or legal 
represeniatives, shall repay tv such purchaser or 
purchasers the moneys paid for the taxes and ex- 
penses as aforesaid, together with the per centum 
per annum, as interest thereon, or make a tender 
thereof, or shall deposite the same jn the hands of 
the mayor of the city, cr other officer of the corpo- 
tation appointed to receive the same, for the use of 
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such purchaser or purchasers, and subject to the 
order of his, her, or their heirs or legal representa- 
tives, of which such purchaser or purchasers, his, 
her, or their heirs or legal representatives, shall be 
immediately informed, by notice in some newspa- 
per printed in the city of Washington, or other- 
wise, he, she, or they, shall be reinstated in his, 
her, or their original right and title, as if no such 
sale had been made. And if any such purchaser 
shall fail to pay the residue of the purchase money, 
as aforesaid, within the time required by this sec- 
tion, for any property so purchased by him, he shall 
pty ten per centum for annum as interest thereon, 
and in addition to such residue, to be computed 
from the expiration of the two years, as aforesaid, 
until the actual payment of such residue, and the 
receiving of a conveyance from the corporation; 
and the said iaterest shall alike be subject to the 
order of the original proprietor or proprietors, 
as the residue of the purchase money, as afore- 
said: Provided, aiso, That no sales shall be made, 
in pursnance of this section, of any improved 
real property, where there is personal property 
of sufficient value to pay the said taxes; and that 
minors, mortgagees, or others, having equitable or 
real property, which property shall be sold for 
taxes, as aforesaid, shali be allowed one year after 
such minors coming to, or being of, full age, or 
afier such mortgagees and others, having equitable 
interests, obtaining possession of, or a decree for, 
the sale of such property, to redeem the property 
so suld from the purchaser or purchasers, his, her, 
or their assignees, or paying the amount of pur- 
chase money so paid therefor, with ten per centum 
interest thereon, as aforesaid, and all the taxes that 
have been paid thereon by the purchaser, or his as- 
signs, between the day of sale and the period of 
such redemption, with the ten per centum interest 
on the amount of such taxes, and a!so the full 
value of the improvements which may have been 
made or erected on such property, by the purcha- 
ser, or his assigns, while the same was in his, her, 
or their possession: nd provided, moreover, ‘That 
where the estate of the tenant in default, as for 
years or for life or lives, shall be sufficient to defray 
the taxes chargeable thereupon, such estate only 
shall be liable to be sold under the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 13. 2nd be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the collector or other officer (duly au- 
thorized) to postpone, after such advertisement, the 
sale of any property advertised according to the 
provisions of the foregoing section, to any future 
day, for the want of bidders, he giving public no- 
tice of such postponement, and the sale made at 
such postponed time shall be equally valid as if 
made on the day stated in the advertisement. 

Src. 14. /ind be it further enacted, That the per- 
son or persons appointed to collect any tax imposed 
by virtue of the powers granted by this act, shall 
have authority to collect the same by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of the persons charge- 
able therewith; bat no such sale shall be made 
unless ten days’ previous notice thereof be given in 


» some newspaper printed in the city of Washington. 


And the provisions of the acts of assembly of 
Maryland now in force in the county of Wash- 
ington, relating to the right of replevying personal 
properly taken in execution for public taxes, shall 
apply to ali cases of personal property taken by 
distress to satisfy taxes imposed by virtue of this 
act. 

Sec. 15. nd be it further enacted, That in all 
cases of sales of real property for taxes due the 
said corporation, when such sale shall not have 
been made. according to law and void, it shall be 
Jawful for the said corporation on the appli- 
cation of the purchaser or other person enti- 
tled under him, torefund and pay to such person 
or persons ihe amount paid by him or them, on ac- 
count of such purchase, and also the subsequent 
taxes accrued and paid on the said property, and 
to re-assess the amount of taxes so refunded on the 
property on which the same shall have accrued, 
which shall be collected in the manner as provided 
by law for the collection of other taxes, at any 
tume after the first day of January next, after the 
same shall de so re-assessed. 

Sec. 16. dnd be it further enacted, That it shall 
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be a number of lots assessed to the same person or 
persons, to sell one or more of such lots for the 
taxes and expenses due on the whole; and also to 
provide for the sale of any part of a lot for the taxes 
and expenses due on the said lot or other lots as- 
sessed to the same person as may appear expe- 
dient, according to such rules and regulations as 
the said corporation may prescribe. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the levy 
court of the county of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, shall not possess the power of assess- 
ing any tax on property in the city of Washington; 
nor shall the corporation of the said city be obliged 
to contribute in any manner toward the expenses or 
expenditures of said court, except for the one half 
part of the expenses incurred on account of the 
orphans’ court, the office of the coroner, the jail of 
the said county, and the opening and repairing of 
roads in the county of Washington, east of Rock 
creek, leading directly t» the city of Washington, 
but the said corporation shall have the sole control 
and management of the bridge over Rock creek at 
the termination of K_ s'reet north; and shall be 
chargeable with the expense of keeping the same in 
repair and rebuilding it when necessary. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the clerk 
of the circuit court and the register of wills for the 
county of Washington, respectively, shall furnish 
the register of the city or other cflicer of the corpo- 
ration appointed to receive the same, on or about 
the first Monday in January and July in every 
year, correct lists of the transfers of real prorerty 
in the city during the next preceding half year, so 
faras can be ascertained by the records in their re- 
spective offices; and the said corporation shall 
make to the said clerk and register of wills such 
compensation therefor as shall be agreed on between 
the respective {parties, not exceeding six cents for 
each transfer on such lists. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the Com- 
missioner of the Pablic Buildinos, or other person 
appointed to superintend the United States disburse- 
ments in the city of Washington, shall reimburse 
to the said corpozation a just proportion of any ex- 
pense which may hereafter be incurred in laying 
open, paving, or otherwise improving any of the 

“streets or avenues in front of, or adjoining to, or 
which may pass through or between any of the 
public squares or reservaticns, which proportion 
shall be determined by a comparison of the Jengih 
of the front or fronts of the said squares or re- 
servations of the United States on any such street 
or avenue, with the whole extent of the two 


| sides thereof; and he sha'l cause the curb stones 


to beset, and footways to be paved, on the side 
or sides of any such street or avenue when- 
ever the said corporation shall, by law, direct such 
improvements to be made by the proprietors of 
the lots on the opposite sideof any such street or 
avenue, or adjacent to any such square or reserva- 
tion; and he shall cause the footways to be paved, 
and the curb stones to be set, in front of any lot or 
lots belonging to the United States, when the like 
improvements shall be ordered by the corporation 
in front of the lots adjoining, or squares adjacent 
thereto; and he shall defray the expenses directed 
by this section out of any moneys arising from the 
sale of Jots in the city of Washington belonging to 
the United States, and from no other fund. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the may- 
or, the members of the board of aldermen, and the 
members of the board of common council, and the 
other officers of the corporation, in office at this 
time, shall and may continueas such until the se- 
cond Monday in June next. 

Src. 21. And be it further enacted, That the cor- 
poration of the city of Washington shall not have 
power to contract any debt for which the property 
of the citizens shall be mortgaged or held in lien, 
or the public property pledged tor the payment of 
the same, without a previous sanction thereof by 
the votes of two-thirds of the legalized voters of 
the city of Washington, to be ascertained by an 
advertised poll, by ballot, to be holden at the usual 
places of holding elections for city officers. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the cor- 
poration shall have no power to issue, or authorize 
to be issned, any bills of credit, or promissory notes, 


be lawful for the said corporation where there shall "which shall pass as acurrency in the District of 


Columbia or elsewhere. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force for and during the term of 
tea years, and no longer; but Congress may, at 
any time, alter, modify, amend, or repeal, the same. 
Aad all acts, or parts of acts, ordinances, or parts 
of ordinances, inconsistent with any of the provi- 
sions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

BILLS PASSED. 

A bill granting a pension to Lemuel White; 

A till for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; 

A bill granting a pension to David Waller; 

A bill for the relief of Samue! Collins; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

A bill for the relief of the iegal representatives of 
Richard T. Banks, of the State of Arkansas; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
just and pay to Benjamin Murphy, of Arkansas, 
the value of his corn, catile, and hogs, taken by 
the Cherokee Indians in the month of December, 
1828; 

A bill for the relief of Joab Seely; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to procure steam vessels for the revenue ser- 
vice; 

A bill allowing drawback on foreign merchandise 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fe, in Mexico; 

A bill to amend aa act entitled “An act to au- 
thorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropri- 
ated lands within the same,” passed the 18th day 
of April, 1806; 

A bill for the relief of William P. Rathbone; 

A bill farther toamend the act entitled ‘‘An act 
to provide for taking the sixth census or enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States,”’ ap- 
prove March 3, 1839; 

A bill making an appropriation to complete 
the removal of the raft of Red river, and for other 
purposes; and 

A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see Railroad Company; 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

The bill to establish a Board of Commissioners 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, coming up on its third reading— 

Mr. CALHOUN said he did not rize to oppose 
this bill, though, as he understood it, it was one of 
the most pernicious acts ever passed; he had ex- 
pressed his view of its character on former occa- 
sions, and he would now content himself with ask- 
ing that the question upon it be taken by the ayes 
and noes. 

The ayes and noes having been ordered, 

Mr. HENDERSON concurred with the Senator 
from South Carolina that this was a pernicious bill, 
and he expressed his intention to vote against it. 

Mr. MANGUM said, bad as was the bill in it- 
self, it also involved a profound change in the 
practice on private claims; and as there were some 
Senators who were not on the floor during the dis- 
cussions on this subject at previous sessions, he 
asked the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hus- 
BARD] to permit this bill to lie on the table, to give 
the new Senators an opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with it. The subject was an important 
one; it involved a principle which profoundly af- 
fected the rights of the Government and the rights 
of individuals; and though it had been much dis- 
cussed at previous sessions, for the reason he had 
given, he hoped, for the present, it would be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD was about to make the same 
motion when the Senator from South Carolina 
rose, who had uniformly been opposed to it from 
the commencement. The Senator from South Ca- 
rolina viewed it in a different light than he (Mr. 
Hvezarp) did, aad that opinion he [Mr. Catnoun] 
had expressed heretofore, as he had done this day; 
but his (Mr. Hozsarp’s) opinion was, that if it 
should pass, as it had done at the two lastsessions, 
it would be found in its operation to bea great 
saving to the Government, and also to the honest 
claimant, and that it would be found to be opposed 
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to those claims which had no right in themselves 
to be granted. He was aware of the necessity for 
some general legislation of this kind, and he was 
sure that if the Senator from South Carolina had 
served as a member of the committee with him, 
(Mr. Hupsarp,) he would have come toa different 
conclusion than he had done. Being desirous that 
jt should lie on the table until it could be exa- 
mined by the new Senators, and its object ascertain- 
ed, he would renew the motien to effect that ob- 


jest. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON also desired that it should 
be laid on the table, as he was desirous to examine 
the bill. 

Mr. LINN said this bill had passed at the last 
three or four sessions, if he recollected right, when 
it was fully discussed, besides being four times re- 
ported on—twice by the Committee on Ciaims, and 
twice by the Judiciary Committee; he was there- 
fore surprised to find the gentleman [Mr. Catnoun] 
objecting to it again, as he had done year after year, 
and especially as that honorable Senator had not 
offered apy measure as a substitute. He (Mr. 
Linn) would vote for any measure that would do 
more justice to the private claimant, for no system 
could, by any possivility, be worse than the pre- 
sent. Of this he was convinced by their legisla- 
tien; and he regretted that honorable Senators had 
not seen the disircssof the widows and children 
of land claimants, occasioned by the delay in the 
disposal of their claims; for he was sure, if they had, 
they would give to this subject that disposal which 
would lead toa speedier determination of private 
claims, while a due regard was not only paid to 
the rights of the citizen, but to the nation at larve. 
He was unde:stood to say that from 1,500 to 2,000 
bills of this description were reported in the House 
of Representatives during the last session; and he 
had himself reported a bill six years ago, which 
had not been acted on yet. He did nvt charge 
neglect of duty on any one; but he was satis‘ied 
that, in the first place, this body was two large and 
too transient, and in the next place, that it was 
too political. The questions involved in these claims 
were someiimes of an abstruse character, and it 
required time to acquire such a knowledge of an! 
acquaintance with them as was necessary; but 
how often did it follow, that, when this knowledge 
was obtained, Senators, who held the doctrine of 
the right of instructiow, resigned their seats, and 
others came in who had to pursue the same course 
of inquiry? For his part, his profession, as well 
as his habits of thought, led him to look at and 
regard individual suffering; but the other side ap- 
peared to act like the solder on the field of battle, 
who treads on friends or foes in the pursuit of his 
object. The Senator from South Carolina might 
pursue his course of opposition; he (Mr. Linn) 
should pursue a different course. 


Mr. CALHOUN had no intention to de- 
bate this question when he called for the ayes 
and noes; and he submitted to gentlemen op- 
posite, whether it was proper that this bill 
should be laid on the table, after a debate on one 
side only. If gentlemen were desirous of a discus- 
sion, he (Mr. Catnoun) was prepared to go into it. 
He was convinced that the system proposed by this 
bill was not only worse than the existing system, 
but infinitely worse—that it was the worst that 
could be devised. The Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. Linn] had expressed his surprise that he (Mr. 
Catuoun) had proposed nothing as a substitute. 
Now, had he not again and again made prop si- 
tions in that chamber,and had not the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Tarpran] proposed that this body should 
adopt some such rule as was adopted by all judicial 
bodies, to regulate cases of this description, and to 
put a limitation to these application ? Bat, toshow 
the evil of the existing system, the claims mig*t be 
decided a hundred times, and yet they might be re- 
newed from time to time. Now there ought not to 
be this perpetual renewal of these claims; but a 
claim twice presented and twice rejected should not 
have another hearing, unless on the allegation 
of new testimony that was believed to be im- 
portant to the care. He had made propos tion 
on other occasions to remedy these evils, and to 
facilitate the disposal of the increasing business 
from the new States, which would have diminish- 




























ed the private business at least one third, if the 
proposition had been adopted. Now, without go- 
ing into the merits of the present bill, he desired to 
call the attention of the Senate to the fact that it 
proposed to create two commissioners, with power 
vastly superior to that held by the Judges of the 
Supreme Court—two men who, though members 
of Congress were not to be permitted to be solici- 
tors before them, yet, as the board would be held 
herein Washington, and as the commissioners 
were to be removable by the Executive at any mo- 
ment, an improper influence might be brought to 
bear upon them, and they would not be indepen- 
dent men. Again; there was no proposed limita- 
tion of the cases of which they were to dispose. 
Now such a tribunal never was known in this or 
any other country. If it decided against the United 
States, its decision was final; but if against the 
claimant, the door remained open to petition 
again and again, and the result would be 
that the claims would be renewed perpetually, 
as they had been hitherto. They would have, 
too, the claims for the five millions ef French 
spoliations of forty years’ standing, if there 
were no limitation to the powers of these com- 
missioners, and, therefore, he was opposed to this 
bi!l on principle; he was opposed to it on the prin 
ciple of expsdiency; he was opposed to it in every 
view in which it could be presented. But 
he did not now wish to go into a discussion of the 
bill; he was disposed to let it go without remark, 
but he could not consent to do so if gentlemen rose 
there, one after another, to make speeches for the 
purpose of forestalling public opinion. 

Mr. HUBBARD was disposed, too, to let the bill 
go, for he had beard precisely the same arguments 
urged the last three years that were urged by the 
Senator from South Caroline; notwithstasding 
which, the bill had received the taverable action of 
several past sessions. He was very willing that 
every Senator should have an opportunity to ex- 
amine the subject; and if no other gentleman de- 
sired to make further remarks, he would again 
move that this bill be laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN did not recollect any such proposition 
of the Senator from South Carolina for a better 
system; and he then discussed some of the details of 
the existing practice, and again expressed his opi- 
nion that this body was too political for the proper 
disposal of the business arising out of these private 
claims. When the Treasury was full, there was 
felt to be less obstruction than when the fountain 
was dried up, when there appeared to be not only 
an unwillingness to examine them, but a desire to 
let them go over to the next session, or to some fu- 
ture time. He was not sure that he was in order 
in making these remarks; and therefore, he would 
not longer continue the discussion. 

Mr. CALHOUN repeated that he had contem- 
plated a general rule by which no petition, after 
two rejections, could be in order. 

Mr. MANGUM did not wish to be understood, 
by asking for time, as having a preconceived epi- 
nion against this bill. He desired to look into this 
measure, because it proposed a great and profound 
change—a change which, unless it were well 
gnarded, would be productive of great mischief. 
He desired now to vary his m«tion from that which 
he made when first up—he wished the postpone- 
ment of the bill to a day certain; and he named 
Monday week as that day. 

Mr. SEVIER said this wasa bill to which he 
had given his strenuous oppesition on other occa- 
sions, and to which he was still opposed. He 
wished to call the attention of the Senate to the 
fact, that this bill proposed the establishment of a 
board of commissioners to supersede the purposes 
of this Government in the dispo-al of claims, no 
matter what they might be, whcther for Indian 
depredations, land claims, or otherwise. If this 
board were established, it would alone have cogni- 
zance of claims against the Government, and it 
would then be a useless expense to have a Con- 
gress at all, beyond the mere necessity of meeting 
to make such appropriations as were necessary for 
the liquidation of the claims which these commis- 
sioners might decide against the United States. He 
hoped those Senators who had come fresh from the 
people, would join the opponents of this bill, who 
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on previous occasions were sixteen in pumber. If 
it were passed, they would adopt a measure which 
overthrew much of the legitimate power and juris- 
diction of Congress, and gave it to two commis- 
sioners, with an extension of power not only over 
this country, but to Europe, and Asia, and Africa, 
to procure testimony. The expense of this proce- 
dure would be of great magnitude, and after all, 
the honorable Senator told them they had the 
power to revise the commissioners’ proceedings! 
But if they were ultimately to come to this body, 
a committee would still be necessary to examine 
the testimony in the several cases, for he supposed 
the Senate would not be disposed to take itin the 
rough; and, therefore, he hoped a bili would not 
be passed to appoint commissioners to do that 
which a committee must do over again. If some 
gentiemen would take up less time with their 
speeches about log cabins and other things of as 
litle value, the Senate would be able to dis- 
pose of more real business, and this or any other 
board would be unnecessary. 

Mr. LINN rose amidst cries of “Question,” 
“Question;” and after a few words of remonsirance 
against a long postponement of the bill as caleula- 
ted to delay it to the end of the session, when it 
would share the fate which it had met on other oc- 
casions, he suggested to the Senate the propriety of 
allowing the bill to pass informally. 

Afier a few words from Mr. MANGUM, the 
bill was laid on the table 

On mot.on of Mr. TAPPAN, the bill to confirm 
to the Siate of Indiana the land selected by her for 
that portion of the Wabash and Erie canal which 
lies between the mouth of the Tippecanoe river and 
Terre Haute, and for other purposes, was taken up. 

Mr. TAPPAN opposed the passage of this bill. 
He said that in the first section of this bill, it was 
proposed to enact: ‘“That there be, and there hereby 
ic, confirmed to the State of Indiana, the land se- 
lected by her, under the provisions of the act of 
second of March, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, entitled, ‘An act to grant a certain quantity 
of land to the State of Indiana, for the purpose of 
aiding the State in opening a casal to connect the 
waters of the Wabash with those of Lake Erie,’ 
for that portion of the canal between the mouth 
of the Tippecance river and Terre Haute, as returr- 
ed by said State to the Secretary of the Treasury.” 
This was in fact a proposition to grant to the Siate 
of Indiana 144,000 acres of land; but to this he did 
not rise to object, if the grant were made specitical- 
ly to aid the construction of a canal between the 
points mentioned; but he objected to the passage of 
this bill in the form in which it was presented. He 
then preceeded to review the grounds on which this 
bill was urged upon the attention of Congres:, and 
the history of legislation respecting this canal. He 
said, during the last session of Congress they had 
a report presented to the Senate from the Com:nit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, which placed this claim 
on the ground of a similar grant having been made 
to the State of Ohio to complete the canal from the 
boundary line of Indiana to Lake Erie. Now the 
facts were these: the law of 1827 granted land to 
aid the State of Indiana to open a canal to connect 
the waters of the Wabash with thoce of Lake 
Erie; after the passage of that law, the S'ate of In- 

ciana—by a law passedon the 231 of January, 
1829—located her canal to the morth of the Tippe- 
canoe river; and the land was surveyed and select- 
ed, and the grant was confirmed to the foot of the 
Maumee ravids. The law of 1227 granted to 
the State of Indiana the land that was ne- 
cessary for the construction of the canal 
within the State of Ohio--that is, from the In- 
diana line to Lake Erie; but for some rearon 
the State of Indiana proposed, in 1834, to cede to 
the State of Ohio the whole of the |ond lying with- 
in that S’ate, on the condition that the State of Ohio 
would make that part of the canal within her 
boundaries. This proposition was acceded to by 
the State of Ohio, but in this agreement it was ex- 
pressly stipulated, that the State of Ohio was not 
to b= bourd by any Iccation contemplated withia 
that State for the proposed canal, but was to be at 
liberty to make her own location throtghout. Obio 
accepted the cession on these terms; but there arose 
a dispute between the State of Ohio and the Terri 
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tory of Michagan respecting the boundary line be- 
tween them; and while that dispute continued, the 
State of Ohio delayed the constractioa of the canal 
within that State. She made no location for the 
canal until the 8th of April, 1836, when the loca- 
tion was made trom the line of Indiana to Mau- 
mee Bay. An application was accordingly made 
to Congfess for the land selected, and Congress 
made the grant as desired; but now the Siate of 
Iodiana came in and claimed the right to make an 
extension of her canal, ninety miles, from the 
mouth of the Tippecanoe river, and asked fora 
grant of two hundred and forty thousand acres of 
land for that purpose, which was double the 
quantity originally set down, aud the mak- 
ing of a new location from the mouth of Tip- 
pecanoe river to Terre Haute; and this was 
claimed under the law of 1827, which was entirely 
complied with on the completion of the agreement 
with the State of Ohio. Now, as he had before in- 
timated, he had no objection to grant to the State 
of Indiana this quantity of Jand, but he contended 
that the grant ought not to be made under the law 
of 1827, when all the rights and privileges granted 
by that law had been received and enjoyed by her. 
It might be said, and he presumed it would be 
said, by the Senator from Indiana, that that State 
had the right to locate her canal to navigable wa- 
ter; and so she had; and she did so when 
she located the canal to the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river, at that point of the Wa- 
bash. Now, assuming these to be the facts, 
he thought it would be beiter to make a distinct 
grant to the State of Indiana, to aid her in this pro- 
posed canal extension; and he therefore moved that 
this bill be referred back to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, with instructions to report a 
grant of the requisite land for that purpose. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana defended the bill at 
great length, and read to the Senate the report 
which he made during the last session, as the Chair- 
man of the Commitiee on Roadsand Canals, in 





which the facts on which he relied were embodied | 


in a compact form. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose to reply, but yielded to a 
motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 30, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the investment in the stocks 
of the several States of this Union of funds held 
by the Government of the United States, in ¢rust, 
is, to the amount of the sums so invested and of 
the interest thereon, au assumption by the United 
States of the debts of the said several States, in 
the event of their failure punciually to pay the 
same. 

2. Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of 
any Executive Department of the Government of 
the United States, of the bonds of any of the States 
of this Union, at their nominal value or with a pre- 
mivum thereon, and the sabsequent sale of the same 
bends at a discount,is an unwarrantable and waste- 
ful dilapidation of public funds. 

3. Resolved, Thai it is the duty of the Executive 
Government of the United States to require of the 
Government of each and every State of this Union 
in whose stocks investments of the public moneys 
held in trust by the Government of the United 
States have been made, punctual payment, in spe- 
cie or its equivalent, of the interest stipulated in 
the said stocks, and repayment of the principal, 
as sooon as possibie by the terms of the contracts 
upor which such stocks have severally been is- 
sued. ; 

4. Resolved, That the further investment of any 
public fands of the United Siates in stocks of the 
several States ought forthwith to be prohibited by 
law; and that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report a bill for that purpose. 

Objection being made, they were not received. 

Mr. ADAMS then asked that the resolutions 
might be printed for the information of the House; 
which was agreed to. 

The next business in order was the motion of 


CONGRESS {ONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. Gippinas to reconsider the vote by which, on 
Monday, the House had passed the bill making ap- 
propriation for the payment of 

NAVY PENSIONS, 
with an amendment repealing the act of 1837. 

Mr. SHEPARD, the mover of the ameadment, 
being entitled to the floor, resumed his remarks 
from yesterday in vindication thereof, and in reply 
to the various objections which had been urged 
against it. 

Mr. 8S. said he was aware that the position 
he had assumed was unpopular, and that any en- 
deavor to lop off abuses of this Government would 
alwaysexcite the hostility of those who received 
its benefit, and also the opposition of those who 
think that the strength of the Government, her pe- 
culiar interests, and classes depended upon it. 
Your have (said Mr. S.) done me the honor, Mr. 
Speaker, to place me upon the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs; and I musteither do what is right, or 
be faithless to my trast. I shall not hesitate to 
pursue the former. 

Mr. 8. was not surprised that a”motion had been 
made on yesterday to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment which he had offered had been 
adopted, and, after giving the reasons of gentlemen 
for sapporting such a motion, he stated that the 
true question before the House was, whether the 
act of 1837 was right or wrong—whether they were 
called upon to repeal it or not; and, if gentlemen 
woald give their attention, he would state his 
opinion upon the subject. In 1800 the‘navy was 
in its infancy, or, rather, there was no navy at all. 
Congress passed the act of that year, (o encourage 
persons to enter the service, and offered to them 
the highest rewards of human ambition. The act 
provided that ‘the money accruing from the sale 
of prizes, shall be, and remain forever, a fund for 
the payment of pensions and half-pay, should the 
same be hereafter granted, to the officers, seamen, 
and marines, who may be entitle to receive the 
same” and “every officer, seaman, or marine, dis- 
abled in the line of his duty, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive, for life, or during disability, a pension.” 

This was the origin of the pension fund, and he 
asked gentlemen to consider upon it. The fund 
was to be given to such officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, who were disabled in the cause of their 
country, and Congress had pledged its faith to pre- 
serve it. But Congress had violated the most so- 
lemn engagements in regard to it. 

The act of 1837 specified that pensions should 
be given io widows and children of those who died 
in the service. Now this act was entirely different 
from others on the subject. It provided, not for 
those who had gallantly fought and bled for their 
country, but for those who had died. A man 
might have been a drunkard, a drone; but if he 
died, his wife and children would be benefited by 
this act. Mr. S. contended that the act of 1837 
was a violation of the faith of the Government, 
and those who passed the act acted in violation of 
their duty. 

Mr. S. asked the House to go to the merits of the 
act of 1837. They all knew how many warrants 
bad been obtained by persons for the army and na- 
vy. Ayoung man, said Mr. S. receives his com- 
mission, visits foreign countries, and draws his 
compensation. He remains in the service but a 
short time before he cries for pay! pay! pay! He 
remains in the navy ten or fifteen years, and does 
nothing to merit the gratitude of the country, per- 
haps because there has been nothing to do. He 
dies, and his widow and children receive the mo- 
ney of the Government. 

Mr. 8. would take another case, which was told 
to him yesterday. An old soldier, by hard usage 
and dissipation, has destroyed his constitution. He 
enters the navy, and in a year or two dies. Under 
the act of 1837, the widow and children of this old 
hulk receive from this Government pensions. He 
had not rendered service to the country; and by 
granting a pension in such cases, rank injastice was 
done to the men who took prizes during the war; 
and this is the act for which we have heard lamen- 
tations in this House. 

Previous to the act of 1837, the navy pension 
fund amounted to $1,100,000, and the interest on 
it was more than sufficient to meet the demands 








upon it befere the 3d of March of that year. The 
ge of this act increased the pensions to 
$48,000 annually; but its retrospective bearing not 
only consumed the interest, but swallowed up the 
additional sum of $329,000! Can any man won- 
der, then, that the navy pension fund is gone? 

As to the purchase and sale of stocks upon wh'ch 
the gentleman [Mr. Apams} had commented with 
severity, what better could have been done? At 
the time the money was invested,stocks were above 
par; and if the Secretary had not so invested the 
money, there would have been great complaint 
about discrediting the States. 

What is the true rule on this subject? (asked Mr. 
S.) Gentlemen shall not have the vantage ground 
of me, by saying that they are the friends of the navy. 
I am a friend of the navy, sir, and a discreet one, I 
hope. The true rule on this subject was laid down 
in the act of 1800—that those who had suffered in 
the service of their country should be remunerated 
for it. The act of 1800 made a distinction be- 
tween the brave and the cowardly—the act of 1837 
destroyed it. 

Mr. S. noticed another objection which had been 
made by several gentlemen. They had said that 
the widows and orphans had received pensions 
under the act of 1837; and one gentleman had made 
a piteous appeal, and said thar, as the children had 
been sent to school; the widows expecied the pen- 
sion. The amount of such an argument is this— 
they had received annually, for four years, $48,000 
for their back pensions. They had received this 
much, which they ought not to have received; and 
now we are told that, because we have given for 
four years, they ought now to receive the money ! 
The money belonged to gallant tars, and now we 
are asked to convey it—to give it away. Was that 
a sensible argument? 

Whenever an assault is made on the Treasury laws, 
(said Mr. S.) there is always an excuse for it. It is 
wrong to suffer harpies to prey upon the Treasury; 
itis all wrong! It is the principle against which I 
contend. What do we see? Rome went to war, 
and robbed the neighboring nations of their land. 
Those who fought the battles—the plebians— 
thought they were entitled to an equal por- 
tion of the land, when the haughty patri- 
cians denounced them as agrarians. How 
is it in England? All the emoluments of 
Government go to particular individuals, and 
those who oppose such a state of things are called 
mobocrats. On one hand, in this country, three are 
banking institutions, and, on another, domestic in- 
dustry, to be protected. If connec‘ed with the ar- 
my or navy, the principle is all the same, as far as 
the public crib was concerned. L-t every man de- 
pend on his own exertions and his own industry. 

Mr. 8S. said he had now finished what he had in- 
tended to say. The honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had used the word 
dishonorable in connection with this matter. Mr. 
S. understood him to say that the House had acted 
dishonorably in adopting his amendment; but a 
friend had suggested that he had applied the epi- 
thet to him. 


Mr. ADAMS said he had made no such applica- 
tion of the term. 


Mr. SHEPARD said he would be the last man 
in this House to speak harshly of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. He had heard many things 
fall from bim which excited his feelings. He knew 
his power, his wit, and far-reaching points. He 
wished the honorable gentleman would be more 
charitable. In the angry contests which occur on 
this floor, Mr. A. could throw oil on the waters of 
strife. When States are arrayed against each other 
—when gentlemen are mad, and know not what 
they do—that gentlemen could seize the opportunity 
of coming in as a mediator—as a link between 
Washington and the present generation. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then took the 
floor. 


Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS requested that the 
gentleman from South Carolina would yield the 
floor a moment, that a letter on the subject before 
us might be read. He then sent to the Clerk’s ta- 
a the following leiter from the Secretary of the 

avy: 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


71 


Navy Depa TMENT, 
December 28, 1840. 

Siz: In reply to your inquiry of this morning, I 
have the honor to inform you that the stock of the 
city of Cincinnati, lately belonging to the navy 
pension fund, was sold according to advertisement 
on the 15th instant, the sale being indispensably 
necessary to enable the Department to meet, in part, 
the payment of pensions falling duc on the lst 
January next. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. K. PAULDING. 
Hon. Francis Toomas, 

Chairman of Naval Committee, House of Reps. 

Mr. THOMAS said that it would be proper for 
him further to say, that this letter was not submitted 
in the expectation that it would induce the House 
to reconsider the vote under discussion. It would 
be seen, by referring to the communication from 
the Navy Department dated the Ist of December, 
and sent to Congress by the President, that there 
were at this time, in stocks owned by the navy pen- 
sion fund, $158,739; of these stocks, $100,000 were 
of city of Cincinnati 5 per cent. This last named 
stock was then advertised to be sold at auction, on 
the 15th of this month, to reimburse the Bank of 
America the sum of tifiy thousand dollars, ad- 
vanced to pay the pensions due in July last, and 
afterwards to meet the payment of pensions due on 
the first of January, 1841. The letter now read 
from the Secretary informs us that this Cincinnati 
stock has actually been sold—at what price, Mr. T. 
did not know. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Maine imerposed to say 
that the stock had been sold for $62,000. 

Mr. THOMAS resumed. Be it so: it is not 
material for my purpose whether the stock 
was sold at par or below par. If it sold for 
the sum mentioned by the gentleman from Maine, 
add that to the $18,647 61 cash in hand on the 
first of December, and we have about $80.000, out 
of which is to be paid the sum of $51,476 73 due to 
pensioners on the first of January next: and there 
will be a balance of less ‘than $30,000 to be ap- 
plied to the payment of pensions for the year 1841. 

The pensions for 1841, if the act of 1837 is not 
repealed, will, we are informed, be about $103,000. 
If the bill before us be passed in its present form, 
making an appropriation of $151,476, by adding 
that sum to the $30,000 of surplus from the sale of 
stock, we shall have provided a fund of $181,476 
to make good the deficiency in the pension fund. 
Now, what is the amount of that deficiency? The 
whole amount of steck unsold is, in nominal va- 
lue, $58,739. The annual charge upon the pen- 
sion fund will be $103,000, if the act of 1837 is 
not repealed; and it that act is repealed, then the 
annual charge on the pension fund will be ¢58,000, 
according to the statements from the Navy Depart- 
ment. He hoped that the act would be repealed, 
and that we should have te provide only the last 
named sum in each year to pay these pensions. 
To produce an annual income to that amount, we 
must appropriate at least one million of dol- 
lars to be invested, if we propose in that 
way to make good the deficiency in the fund. 
The small surplus which will be left out of the 
appropriation now proposed, will afford very li- 
mited means to make such an investment. If, 
instead &: making such an investment to create a 
capital in p'ace of that which Congress has misap- 
plied, we intend to pay the pavy pensioners who 
are to be on the pension roll, whether the law of 1837 
is or is not repealed, by an annual appropriation, 
still it seemed to him that there was no necessity 
for reconsidering the vote ef the House to reduce 
the appropriation in this bill. A large proportion 
of it would be expended next year. The balance 
would be unexpsnded on the first of January, 1841, 
and would serve to pay the firs! half year of pen- 
sions due on the first day of July, 1842. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. T. expressed 
the hope that the House would not reconsider. It 
would be much beiter for all who desired to get rid 
of the obnoxious law of 1837 in the form we have 
now undertaken to do ii; and as to other questions 
connected with the pensions, they can be rightly 
disposed of when another bill, which the Naval 





—v is-prepared to report, comes before the 
ouse. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON contended that the 
trust fund under the law of 1800 ought not to have 
been touched. Congress had noright_to touch the 
money sacredly appropriated to a class of men who 
had deariy earned it with toiland blood. As, how- 
ever, it had been taken, he trusted that no time 
would be lost in refunding it. 

Messrs. ANDERSON, MONROE, EVERETT, 
REED, and NAYLOR, severally gave their views, 
a notice of which will appear hereafter; when 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question on 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to adjourn, which motion 
prevailed. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT submitied a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting a report 
from the Chief Engineer, relative to a site fora 
fortification on Lake Champlain; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Scott 
Campbell; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of the 
president and managers of the Philadelphia and 
Norristown Railroad Company, praying for a re- 
mission of duty on certain railroad iron; which 
was referred to the Comiittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the petition and pa- 
pers of Daniel Pettibone, now on file, were referred 
to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of James Ben. 
nett, and the petition of William White, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration thereo!; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Adam D. 
Stewart; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition «f 
Stephen Simpson, executor of George Simpson, 
deceased; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented two memorials, re- 
monsirating against a repeal of the fishing boun- 
ties. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the petition and 
papers of Wm. Dickinson were referred to the 
Committee cn the Judiciary; and the peiition and 
papers of Alley, Staunton and Company, were re- 
terred to ‘he Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petiticn of Ezra 
St. John; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill for the erec- 
tion of light-houses, and the placing of light boats, 
etc. reported the same with sundry amendments. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the reliet 
of certain companies of Missouri volunteers, re- 
ported the same with amendments. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John R. Midwin- 
ter; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was refered the bill increasing the com- 
pensation of certain officers of revenue cutters, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 


Mr. K. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Jacob Pennell, and others, 
owners of the Eliza of Brunswick; and 


A bill fixing the compensation of the collector 
of the port of St. Louis; which were read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Reyneil 
Coates and Walier R. Juhoson; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorab‘e report on the petition of Wm. S. Nevius. 
Oa motion by Mr. STURGEON, the petition 





establish a new land disiriet north of the 
: in the State of Michigan. The icformation 


and papers of Mr. Knowles, now on file, were re- 
ferred to the Comanitiee on Patents. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill to 
auihorize experiments to be made on the applica- 
tion of steam to harbor defence; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee oo Miliary 
Affairs. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was reterred the 
bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company of 
Nantucket, reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution to autho- 
rize the adoption of measures for the occupation 
and settlement of the Teriitory of Oregon. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act supplementary to 
the act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States;” which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reperted a bill for the rehef 
of Caspar W. Weaver; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Aad alse, the bill authorizing the granting of 
ielters testamentary to aliens in the District of Co- 
lumbia, without amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill making 
compensatiun to the State of New Hampshire for 
the services ef her militia, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Isabella Hill and others; which waa 
read twice, and referred. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of John 
Scott. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Tattmanas was considered and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the corperate authorities 
of the city of Mobile, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bil! to create an additional land office in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the bill preposed to 

Grand 


for which his colleague had called, vpon this*sub- 
ject, had been received. It amounted simply to 
this: that in that portion of the present district 
which the bill was intended to ertablish as a new 
district, only between two and three hundred acres 
of the public lands had been sold. This new land 
office was designed to induce persons to go into 
that country tor the purpose of making purchases, 
by the convenience and accommodation which it 
would afford to them. If his colleague, however, 
was adverse to the bill, he was not disgosed to 
press its passage. He had done his daty in bring- 
ing it before the Senate. He believed it was re- 
quired by the interest of the State: but it was for 
the Senate to dispose of it as they ihousht proper. 
They had passed it last cession by a vote of two to 
one. 

Mr. PORTER spoke at some lergth in opposi- 
tien to the passage of the bill, as unnecessary and 
unasked for by the people of Michigan. 

Mr. NORVELL regreited that his colleague was 
ashamed to ask for the object contemplated in this 
bill. He, himself, was ashamed of making appli- 
cation jor nothing which would promote the :o- 
terest of his State. The bill was not to go into 
effect until the fourth of Jaly next; aad then, if 
his recollection served him correctiy, it would be at 
the diseretion of the President to posipone its opera- 
tion until the pabli@intere t required it to go into 
effect. That, at least, was the intention; and he 
thought the bill contained such a provision, aa it 
passed at the last session. Such bills, establishing 
land districts where few oro lands had been sold, 
were not ucusua!. They were not without fre- 
quent precedents. The present bill had met the 
approbation cf the General Land Office. But if 
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his colleage desired its defeat, he could move to 
lay it on the table, or indefinitely to postpone it. 

After some further remarks {rom Mr. PORTER, 
(which, like his former remarks, were tolally inau- 
dible)— 

Me, ALLEN hoped the bill would be read. 
Scarcely a word uttered by the Senators engaged in 
its disenssion had bezn heard in that part of the 
chamber, and they had no knowledge whatever of 
its provisions. 

The bill was accordingly read. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, and decided in the negative—ayes 
16, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. “Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mangum, Merrick, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Tallmadge, Webster, and Williams—22, 

The bill to revive and continue the acts incorpo- 
rating the Banks of the Disirict of Columbia was 
iaken up, and, after some remarks by Messrs. 
MERRICK, TAPPAN, and CLAY of Alabama, 
was made the order of the day for the 8th of Janu- 
ary next. 

The bill granting a portion of land in the State 
of Indiana for the eatension of the Wabash canal, 
which was partially discussed yesterday, being again 
in order, 

Mr. TAPPAN rose to reply to the remarks of 
the Senator from Indiana. He said this claim was 
advocated on twe grounds: first, that the State of 
Indiana ought to be allowed, by the law of 1827, 
to correct the location of her canal, the present ter- 
minys not being sufficiently low for river naviga- 
tion; and the other was, that Congress having al- 
lowed to the State of Onio the privilege of extend- 
ing her canal from the first jocation trom the foot 
ot the rapids of the Maumee to Maumee bay, and 
having given to Ohio the land on each side of the 
canal, of two and a half miles, as by the act of 
1827, the same right to extend the location of the 
canal, and the same grant of adjoining land, ought 
to be ceded to the State of Indiana. Now, he 
did not agree with the Senator from Indiana 
in either of these positions, though he agreed with 
him that Congress might properly make a grant of 
the land for the extension of the canal for ninety 
miles, from Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, if it 
could be shown to be expedient so to extend that 
canal; but he did not believe the act of 1827 would 
bear the construction which the Senator from In- 
diana gave to it. When it was found that Con- 
gress had sold some of the land within the five 
miles originally granted, and Congress had made 
up to the Siate of Indiana the quantity thus taken, 
he believed there was an end of that grant: it was 
a grant made and executed between the Govern- 
ment of the United Siates and the State of Indiana, 
and then there was an end of it; and the State of 
Indiana had now no right to claim under the act 
of 1827. Thea as to the claim that a similar 
grant had becn made to the State of Ohio, he re- 
ferred tv a document of the third session of the 
twenty-fifth Congress, containing a number of pa- 
pers concerning this claim—to the opibions 
of the Attorney General, and of the Commission- 
er of the Land Office, und the present Solici- 
tor of the Treasury; the whole of which, he said, 
were given On a misconcepiion of the facts, 
Mr. Birchard alone understanding them, whose 
opinion, therefore, necessarily differed from those 
which had been referred to by the Senator from 
Indiana. In support of this assertion, which he 
apprehended some genulemen might consider a 
strong one, he entered wih some minatene:s of 
detail into the progression of the work, and the au- 
thority by which it was accomplished, to show that 
st was erroneously alleged that there was more 
than one location of the canal in the State of Ohio, 
which was made by ihe only competent authority 
of the State; and consequently the argument of the 
Senator from Indiana, founded on a change from 
an original line, and an extension of the canal, be- 
yond the limits of Stansbury’s survey, was not well 


founded. That which was called an extension to 
the Maumee bay, was in fact an original location; 
and yet on this singular error,,the Senator from 
Indiana based the report which he presented to 
Congress during the last session. On this branch 
of the subject he (Mr. Tappan) desired to be per- 
fectly understood, for the gentleman from Indiana 
had expressed great surprise that a Senator from 
Oaio should undertake to oppose this bill. Why, 
Oaio was interested in this work; for the extension 
of this canal would increase the business on the 
canals of Ohio, and for this reason he was in favor 
of the grant of the Jand, but he wished it to be a 
direct and honest grani—he was unwilling that the 
Senate should be imposed upon by any statement 
that was not true. The hypothesis was, that land 
had been granted for an extension of the canal to 
the State of Ohio, and therefore a smilar grant 
ought to be made to the State of Indiana. Now 
there had been no such grant to Ohio; he conceded 
that Government had been liberal to the State of 
Ohio; but whenever that State asked for any thing, 
it was asked for openly, fairly, and honorably, and 
not because cessions had been made to sister States. 
If the Senator from Indiana would briug in a bill 
to grant this land, he (Mr. Tapran) would give it 
his support; otherwise he must press his motion to 
refer back this bill to the commitiee, with instruc- 
tions to report a grant. 

Mr. SMITH said the Senator from Ohio was 
mistaken as to the ground he (Mr. Smira) had 
taken; he denied that he had. adduced gran's of 
land to the State of Ohio as areason why this grant 
should be made to the Siate of Indiana; he had 
merely introduced that reference to show that this 
grant would not be the creation of a precedent— 
such frecedents having been already created. 
He proceeded at some length to defend his original 
arguments, and to sustain his array of faets; after 
which, 

Mr. TAPPAN briefly rejoined. 

The motion to recommit was negatived, and the 
biil was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

After a short Executive session, 

‘The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 





Wasnincron Ciry, Jan, 1, 1841. 

Messrs. Buain and Rives: In the Globe of yes- 
terday, you report the proceedings in the Senate 
upon a bill togive certain Jands to the State of In- 
diana, in which report the remarks made by me 
are strangely misrepresented. I said ‘the bili was, 
in substance, agrant of 288,000 acres of Jand to 
aid the State in making a canal from the mouth of 
Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, under the 
pretence of an extension of the Wabash and 
Maumee canal from the former to the lal- 
ter point, under the authority of the act of 
1827, and because a similar grant of Jand had 
been made to the State of Ohio, upon her 
extending the north end of the canal from the 
foot of the Maumee rapids to Masmee bay: 
thatI was not opposed to a grant being made 
to Indiana of the land asked for, if it were 
made as a direct grant; but Il was opposed to this 
bill, for it placed the claim of Indiana upon 
false positions. The first position ways, that 
they had a right to extend their canal from 
the mouth of Tippecanoe river to Terre Haute, 
when in fact they had located their canal from the 
east line of the State to the Tippecanoe, in 1829, 
and had received from the United States all 
the land they claimed under the act ef 1827, 
in the year 1830—ihat I did not believe the act 
of 1827 admitted the construction now atiempted 
to be given it; for if Indiana, in 1836, was permit- 
ted to extend their canal 90 miles, and claim 
288,000 acres of land to make it, ske might go on 
exiending it, from time to time, to the mouth of the 
Wabash. I believed the act allowed of but 
cne location, which had been made in 1829. 
That the second position was still more untena- 
ble; it assumed that the State of Ohio first located 
her partof the canal from the Indiana line to the 
foot ef the Maumee rapids, selected and received 
her land under this location, and years afterwards 
extended her Jocation from the foot of the rapids to 
Maumee bay, and made a new selection of land 
upon this extension, and mecived i from the 


United States. Now the fact was, that when 
Indiana ceded to Ohio the land in Ohio, which 
by the act of 1827, had been given to make 
the Maumee part of the canal, no location of 
that part of the canal had ever been made. Stans. 
bury’s survey, which, as to the Wabash part of 
the canal, had been adopied as the line of canal in 
Indiana, was never recognised by the State of 
Ohio, and that butone location of the canal had 
ever been made by Obio, and that was made by 
the board of public works in 1836, and extended 
from the line of Indiana to the Maumee bay.” 
This is the substance of what I said. 

Your Reporter mistakes the quantity of land. 

“ He did not object to the grant of land if made 
specifically to aid in constructing the canal, but to 
the form of the grant;” instead of “but to this he did 
not rise to object.” 

Instead of **from the boundary line of Indiana to 
Lake Erie,” say, from the foot of the rapids of 
the Maumee to Maumee bay. 

Instead of “the grant was confirmed to the foot 
of the Maumee rapids,” say, located her canal from 
the State line to the mouth of Tippecanoe river, 
and selected and received her lands in 1830 accord- 
ing to such location. 

The words “an application was accordingly 
made to Congress for the land selected, and 
Congress made the grant as desired,” are not mine. 
I expressed no such idea. 

The words “which was double the quantity ori- 
ginally set down,” are none of my using. 

Unfortunately for me, your Reporters have made 
me utter more nonsense than] am willing to father. 

Yours, BENJ. TAPPAN. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tnurspay, December 31, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid befvre the House the fol- 
lowing communications: 

1. From the President of the United States, trans: 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
23d instant, calling upon him to communicate, “if 
compatible with the public interests, copies of all 
the correspondence between this Government and 
the Government of Great Britain, relative to any 
proceeding on the part of that Government which 
may have atendency to interrupt our commerce 
with China. 

2. From the Secretary of State, in compliance 
with the provisions of the act of March, 1799, 
communicating “an abstract of all the returns 
made to that Department by the collectors of the 
customs, pursuant to the act of the 28th of May, 
1796, for the relief and protection of American 
seamen, showing, <o far as said returns have been 
received, the number of seamen registered in each 
port of entry in the United States during the year 
commencind on the Ist of October of the last, and 
ending on the 30th of September of the present 
year.” 

3. From the Treasury Department, in reply to 
the resolution of the House of the 17th instant, 
respecting the condition of the custom-house build- 
ings at Philadelphia. 

4, From the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State with 
accompanying papers, in answer to a resolution of 
the House, calling for information relative to the 

BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT CAROLINE. 

The above communications were severally re- 
ferred, and ordered to be prinied. 

Also, the following letter from J. C. Rives, on 
the subject of the printing: 

Giose Orrice, WASHINGTON, 
December 30, 1840. 

Sir: It is known to you, and to the other mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, that Francis 
P. Blair and my:elf were elected printers to tbe 
House in January last. Under this election, I ex- 
pected that all the printing for the House during 
the Twenty-sixth Congress, would be sent to us to 
execute; and as I superintend that branch of our 
business, | engaged men, and provided materials 
svfficient to do it with at least the customary de- 
spatch. I was informed yesterday that the Clerk 
of the House had sent a very large report to the 
Stationer of the House, to be printed by him, and 
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that the Stationer was actually printing it, or hav- 
ing it printed. 

ae I received this information, I bave turned 
to the Clerk’s account of the expenditure of the 
contingent fund for the last year, where I find that 
he has paid other persons for printing which I 
think should have been executed by the Printers to 
the Hoase. 

The persons engaged by me to work on Con- 
gressional documenis exclusively, have not bad 
more than three or four days’ constant employment 
since the commencement cf this session. There 
has been some work for them every day, but not 
enough to employ them the whole day. They are 
engaged by the week, and we have to pay them, 
whether they work or not. Now, if the Clerk of 
the House has the power to have the Congress 
printing executed at other oflices, when there has 
been no failure at our office in executing it prompt- 
ly, I desire to know it as soon as possible, so that I 
may either reduce our force, o¢ make some arrange- 
ment with the Clerk to get enough of it to keep our 
hands employed. The prices now paid to us by 
the House of Representatives are so low, that we 
must sink money, unless we can keep the hands 
which we have engaged to do its printing, con- 
stantly employed; and upon some kinds of printing 
we sink money, even when ail our hands are em- 
ployed upon it. 

The Clerk of the House and myse!f have had a 
controversy about the binding of the documenis, 
which I wish to bring before the House. 

Soon after the adjournment of Congress, in July 
last, the Clerk sent word to me to deliver the docu- 
ments which we had printed for the House, to S. D. 
Langtree, to bind. I refused to do it. It has been 
the invariable custom, ever since I became ac- 
quainted with the manner of executing the Con- 
gress printing, which is now thirteen years, for the 
Printer te bind all the documents that he prints for 
Congress. Whenever a Printer has been elected 
during that time, he has as invariably fiited up a 
bindery, as he bas a printing office. I had pur- 
chased a great part of the maieriais (or the binding, 
and had engaged workmen to do it, and had folded a 
great quantity of the work, before the Clerk sent 
me word that he wished the documents handed 
over to Mr. Langtree to be bound. The corres- 
pondence between the Clerk and myself, which I 
presume he has on file, will fully explain our con- 
soversy about the binding. I wish Congress to 
decide between us as soon as possible, as it is ne- 
cessary that the binding should be forwarded. 

Respecifully, 


JOHN C. RIVES. 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would take that occasion to 
inquire whether a report of the Committee on tie 
Printing of the House had been made at the last 
session; and ifso, whether it had been printed. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana said there were two re- 
ports on that subject, which had been laid be- 
fore the House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had never bcen able to get 
asightof the reports, although very anxious so to 
do. Neither himself nor other members could pro- 
cure copies of the documents ordered to be printed 
at the last session, being more than five or six 
months ago. This letter, however, from Messrs. 
Blair and Rives, explained it, and it appeared that 
the delay was all owing to this controve:sy between 
tnem and the Clerk of the House. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved to refer the 
letter to the Committee on Accounts; but the mo- 
ion was subsequently withdrawn. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the followirg: 

Resolved, That a select commiitee be appointed, 

and that the letter of J. C. Rives, just read, be re- 
ferred to that committee. 
_ Mr. MORGAN offered an amendment instruet- 
ing the committee to inquire as to whether the 
Clerk was interested in the contract with Langtree 
and O'Sullivan for furnishing stationery to this 
House. 

Mr. REED submitted an additional amendment 
instructing the committee to extend the inquiry to 
the lithographing and engraving of maps. 

After some debate of a desultory character, the 
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amendments were withdrawn. The resolution of 


Mr. DAVIS was then agreed to; and,on motion of 
Mr. ADAMS, the letter ordered to be printed. 
COLLECTION OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, reported a bill from the 
Committee on Manufactures, entitled “SA bill to 
insure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
lating to the collection of duties on imports;” 
which was read a first and second time, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the consent of the House 
te introduce a bill (of which intention he had given 
previous notice) on the subject of bankruptcy. 

Objeciion being made, leave was not granted. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

The next business in order was the motion of 
Mr. Gippinas to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill making appropriation for the payment of navy 
pensions bad been passed, containing an amend- 
ment repealing the act of 1837. 

The previous question, on the reconsideration, 
having been demanded by Mr. JAMESON, 

Mr. ADAMS endeavored to prevail on him to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. JAMESON was willing to oblige the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts as soon as any member 
of the House, but could not, consistent with his du- 
ty, withdraw the call. 

Toe call for the previous question was then se- 
conded, and the main question, on the moticn to 
reconsider, ordered to be put; and, being put, it 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Poardman, Bond, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calbour, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cusbiog, E!ward Davies, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Del'et, Doe, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Henry, 
Huat, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshal!, Lane, 
Leet, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Moiris, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rodgers, Russeil, Saltonsial!, Slade, Traman 
Smitb, Stanly, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Ti!- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trambuli, John White‘ 
Thomas W. Williams, aad Winsthrop—69. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Biackwell, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Connor, 
William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Dana, 
John Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, 
Floyd; Fornance, Galbraith, Garland, Goggin, 
Goode, Griffin, Habersham, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbar!, Jack-on, 
Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johason, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Keim, Kil'e, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, MecCiellarn, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medi!l, Miller, Montanya, Samuel 
W. Mortis, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parris, 
Paynter, Pope, Prentiss, Reynolds, James Rogers, 

Ryall, Shaw, Shepard, Jobn Smith, Thomas Smith, 

Steenred, Strong, Siuart, Sweney, Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwooi, Vroom, 
David D. Wagener, Warren, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Wiiliams, Henry Williams, Lewis Wiliams, 
Joseph L. Walliams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
lia ms—108. 

So the House refused to reconsider, and, 
it is concerned, the act of 1837 is repealed. 

Mr. FILLMORE, afier adverting to the great 
importance of the Presideat’s message in relation 
io the burning of the Caroline, moved that 5,000 
exira copies of the same, with the accompauying 
documents, be printed. 

Mr. PICKENS hoped the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York would prevail. ‘The docu- 
ments were of the highest importance. 

Mr. STANLY said he objecied to the printing ef 
the document, if it contained any of the State 
Rights doctrines of the gentlez.an from South Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr. PICKENS said he expected the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] would object 
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to such doctrines. But, said Mr. P. let the reply 
of the Secretary of State be published, and then 
see whether the virtue, and patriotism, and intelli- 
gence of the people of this country will object to its 
spirit or doctrines; and if they do, then we are no 
longer an independent people. 

The motion to print was then agreed to. 

Atasubsequent stage of the proceedings, 

Mr. ALFORD moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the above motion had been agreed 
to, and called for the reading of the documents, 
which were read accordingly, as follows: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith transmit to the House of Represenia- 
tives a report from the Secretary of State, with ac- 
companying papeis, in auswer to their resolution 
of the 2ist instant. 





M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasninoton, Dec. 28, 1840. 





DEPARTMENT OF SrarTe, 
Washington, Dec. 28, i840. 

Str: The Secretary of State, to whom has been 
referred the resolution of the House of Represen- 
lalives, dated the 21st instant, requesting the Presi- 
deat “to communicate to that House (if not in his 
opinion incompatible with the public interest) ail 
the correspondence between this Government and 
that of Great Briain, or the officers or agents of 
either, or the officers and agents of this Govern- 
ment with the President or any of its Departments, 
which has not heretotore been communicated to 
that House, on the subject of the ouriage of burn- 
ing the Caroline on the Niagara frontier; and whe- 
ther there is any prospect of compensation being 
made to the owner of said boat for the loss thereof; 
and, also, whether any communications have been 
made to this Government in regard to the arrest 
and imprisonment of McLeod, by the auiho- 
rities of the State of New York, for being concer.- 
ed in said outrage; and, if so, that he communicate 
a copy thereof to that House,” has the honor to re- 
port to the President, in answer to that resolation, 
the accompanying papers. 

Respeciiully submitted. 





JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Presipent of the U. States of America. 





Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. 
Lication or rig Unitep States, 
London, July 2, 1839. 
- * * . * * 

I regret to say that no answer has yet been given 
to my note in the case of the “Caroline.” I have 
not deemed it proper under the circumstances to 
press the subject without further instructions from 
your Department. If it is the wish of the Govern- 
ment that | should do so, | pray to be informed of 
it, aud the degree of urgency ihat I am to 
adopt. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson.— Ex raet. 
DePanTMENT OF State, 
Washington, Llih September, 1839. 
* * * * * * 
With reference to the closing paragraph of your 
communication to the Depariment, dated the 24 of 
July last, (No. 74,) itis proper to inform you that 
ho instructions are at present required for again 
bringing forward the quesiion of the * Caroline.” 
I have had frequen! conversations with Mr. Fox in 
regardio this subject—one of very recent ¢ate— 
and fremits tone, the Prevident expects the British 
Government will answer your applica'ion in the 
case without much farther delay. 


Mr. For to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuinaron, December 13, 1840 
Sia: Lem informed by his Exceliency the Lieu. 

tent Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, 
that Mr. Alexander McLeod, a British subject, 
and late deputy sheriff of the Niagara district in 
Upper Canada, was arresied at Lewis‘on, in the 
State of New York, on the 12:h of last mouth, on 
a pretended charge of murder and arson, as havin 
been engaged in the capture and destruction of the 
piratical steamboat “Caroline,” in the month of 
December, 1837. After a tedious and vexatious 
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examination, Mr, McLeod was committed for trial, 
and he is now imprisoned in Lockport jail. 

I feel it my duty tocall upon the Government of 
the United States to take prompt and effectual 
steps for the liberation of Mr. McLeod. It is well 
known that the destruction of the steamboat 
“Caroline” was a public act of persons in her Ma- 
jesty’s service, obeying the order of their superior 
authorities. That act, therefore, according to the 
usages of nations, can only be the subject of dis- 
cussion between the two National Governments: 
It cannot justly be made the ground of legal pro- 
ceedings in the United States against the individu- 
als concerned, who were bound to obvy the au- 
thorities appointed by their own Government. 

I may add that I believe it is quite notorious that 
Mr. McLeod was not one of the party engaged in 
the destruction of the steamboat “Caroline; and 
that the pretended charge upon which he has been 
imprisoned rests only upon the perjured testimo- 
ny of certain Canadian outlaws and their abettors, 
who, unfortunately for the peace of that neighbor- 
hood, are still peimitted by the aathorities of the 
State of New York to infest the Canadian frontier. 

The question, however, of whether Mr. McLeod 
was or was not concerned in the destruction of the 
“Caroline,” is beside the purpose of the present 
communication. That act was the public act of 
persons obeying the constituted authorities of her 
Majesty’s Province. The National Government 
of the United States thought themselves called wpon 
to remonstrate agaivst it; and a remeonstrance 
which the President did accordingly address to her 
Majesty’s Government, is sull, I believe, a pending 
subject of diplomatic discussion between her Ma- 
jesty’s Government and the United States Legation 
in London. I feel, therefore, justified in expecting 
that the President’s Government will see the jus'ice 
and the necessity of causing the present immediate 
release of Mr. McLeod, as well as of taking such 
steps as may be requisite for preventing others of 
her Majesty’s subjects from being persecuted of 
molested in the United States in a similar maane? 
for the future. 

It appears that Mr. McLeod was arrested on thi 
12th ultimo; that after the examination of wit 
nesses, he was finally committed for trial on tht 
18th, and placed in confinement in the jail of Lock 
port, awaiting the assizes, which will be held there 
in February next. As the case is naturally occa 
sioning a great degree of excitement and indigna 
tion within the British frontier, | earnestly hope 
that it may be in your power to give me an early 
and satisfactory answer to the present representa 
101. 

I avail myself of this occasion to genew to you 
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

H. 8. FOX. 
Hon. Joun Forsyrn, &c. &c. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT OF StaTE, 
Washington, December 26, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge, and have 
laid before the Pressdent, your letter of the 13h 
instant, touching the arrest and imprisonment of 
Alexander McLeod, a Britisn subject, and late 
Deputy Sheriff of the Niagara District, in Uppet 
Canada, on a charge of murder and aison, as hav 
ing been engaged in the capture and destructicn ol 
the steamboat ‘Caroline,’ in the month of De- 
cember, 1857; in respect to which you state thal 
you feel it your duty to call upon the Government 
of the United Sta'es to take prompt and effectua 
sieps for the liberation of Mr. McLeod, and te 
prevent others of the subjec's of her Majesty, the 
Qeen of Great Britain, from being persecuted ot 
molested in a similar mannzer, for the future. 

This demand, with the grounds upon which itis 
made, has been duly considered by the Presiden’, 
with a sincere desire to give to it sucha reply ay 
will not only manifest a proper regard fer the cha 
racter and rishts of the United States, but, at th: 
same lime, tend to preserve the amicable relations 
which, so advantageously for both, subsi«t between 
this country and Exgland. Of the reality of this 
disposition, and of ‘he uniformity with which 
has been evinced in he many delicate and difficul 
questions which have arisen between the two coun: 


tries in the last few years, no one can be more con- 
vinced than yourself. It is then with unfeigned 
regret that the President fiinds himself unable tc 
recognise the validity of a demand, a complianci 
with which you deem so material to the preserva 
tion of the good understanding which has bees 
hitherto manifested between the two countries. 

The jurisdiction of the several States which con 
stitute the Union is, within its apprepriated sphera 
perfectly independent of the Federal Government 
The cffence with which Mr. McLeod is charged 
was committed within the territory, and against thi 
laws and citizens of the State of New York, andis 
one that comes clearly within the competency of het 
tribunals. It does, not, therefore present an occa: 
sion where, under the Consiitution and laws of the 
Union, the interposition called for would be pro: 
per, or for which a warrant can be found 
in the powers with which the Federal Executive is 
invested. Nor would the circumstances to whic 
you have referred, or the reasons you have urged. 
justify the exertion of such a power, if it ex 
isted. The transaction out of which the question 
arises, presents the case of a most unjustifiable in- 
vasion, in time of peace, of a portion of the territory 
of the United States, by a band of armed men fron 
the adjacent territory of Canada, the forcible cap 
ture by them within our own waters, and the subse 
qneat destruction of a steamboat, the property of a 
citizen of the Uniied States, and the murder of one 
or more American citizens. If arrested at the time, 
the offenders might unquestionably have been 
brought to justice by the judicial authorities of the 
State within whose acknowledged territory these 
crimes were committed; and their subsequent vo 
luntary entrance within that territory, places them 
in the same siiuation. The President is not 
aware of any principle of iaternational law, o1 
indeed of reason or justice, which entitles such of: 
fenders to impunity before the legal tribunals, 
when coming voluntarily within their independent 
and undoubted jurisdiction, because they acied in 
obedience to their superior authorities, or because 
their acts have become the subject of diplomatic 
discussion between the twoGovernments. These 
methods of redress, the legal prosecution of the of: 
fenders, and the application of their Government 
for satisfaction, are independent of each other, and 
may be separately and simultaneously pursued. 
The avowal or justification of the outrage by the 
British authorities, might be a ground of complaint 
with the Government of the United States, distincel 
from the violation of the territory and laws of the 
State of New York. The application of the Go- 
vernment of the Union to that of Great Britain, for 
the redvess of an authorized outrage of the peace, 
dignity, and rights of the United States, cannot 
deprive the State of New York of her undoubted 
right of vindicating, through the exercise of he! 
judicial power, the property and lives of her citi: 
zens. You have very properly regarded the al- 
leged absence of Mr. McLeod from the scene ol 
the offence at the time when it was committed, a1 
not material to the decision of the present question 
That isa matter to be decided by legal evidence; 
and the sincere desire of the President is, that it 
may be satisfac'orily established. If the de 
struction of the Caroline was a public act of per 
sons in her Majesty’s service, obeying the order ol 
their svperior authorities, this fact has not been be: 
fore communicated to the Government of the United 
Siates by a person authorized to make the admis- 
sion; and it will be for the court which has taken 
cognizance of the offence with which Mr. McLaod 
is charged, to decide upon its validi'y when legally 
established before it. 

The President deems this to be a proper occasion 
to remind the Government of her Britannic Ma- 
jes’y that the case of the “Caroline” has been long 
since brought to the attention of her Majesty’s 
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
who, up to this day, has not communicated its de- 
cision thereupon. It is heped that the Government 
of her Majes'y will perecive the importance of no 
longer leaving the Government of the United 
States uninformed of iis views and intentions upon 
a subjeet which has naturally produced much ex- 
asperation, and which has led to such grave cons>- 
quences. 


I avail myself of this occasion to renew to yoy 

the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
H. S. Fox, esq. &c. &e. &e. 

The documents accompanying the President's 

message, in relation to the 

BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT CAROLINE, 
having been read, and the question being on the re. 
consideration of the vote by which 5,000 extra eo. 
pies had been ordered to be printed, 

Mr. ALFORD said he was happy that he had 
moved the reconsideration, and that he was now sa- 
tisfied, having heard the papers read, that the 
they ought to be printed. He was satisfied that the 
auswer of Mr. Forsyth was a good State Rights 
paper; and he should think that his instincts of jus. 
lice were blunted by party spirit, if he were capa- 
ble of doing injustice to that officer under any cir: 
cumstances. He (Mr. A.) hoped that the party 
strife which had just passed had not blunted the in. 
stinets of justice of the great Whig party of the 
United States, nor of the State Rights party, of 
which he had lived an humble member, and of 
which he hoped to die a member. He was satis- 
fied that the rights of the Empire State of New 
York had been vindicated by the Secretary of State 
in an able and dignified manner; and he was sorry 
to say that this was the only paper coming from 
that Depariment that he could commend in that 
light. 

As regarded his sympathy towards the Northeas- 
tern territory, he, as a Southern man, had not 
more than he ought to have; but he did know 
that the Lion of England had been growling for his 
prey on that Northeastern boundary long ago. As 
an American citizen, he felt humbled at the reflec. 
tion that, under the administration of Martin Van 
Buren, the Eag'e of his couatry had cowered under 
the Lion of England; he felt humbled that a coun- 
try which, even in the days of the Revolution, was 
strong enough to defend its rights, should now per- 
mit the Queen of England to deprive them of every 
thing. Aggression after aggression had been com- 
mitted, and it would continue to be so so long as 
the head of the Executive Government failed to de- 
fend the dogtrines contained in this document. 

Mr. A. then withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. STANLY renewed it. 

Mr. HOLMES of South Carolina said he was 
quite delighted with this debate; not, however, be- 
cause the incidental question of State rights had 
been introduced, for that was about the same thiog 
as the Constitution, which every man construed 
according to his own taste. But he was delighted 
because the gentleman from Georgia had given his 
#pproval to at least cne act of the Administratien. 
He was glad that one member of the opposite party 
had the generosity to acknowledge them in the 
right for once. The gentleman had, however, 
touched on the very important subject of the North- 
eastern boundary. He had said that the Lion of 
England had growled, while we paid no regard to 
it, ete. Now he (Mr. H.) wished to know whe- 
ther the remarks made by that gentleman were to 
be considered ominous of the future action of the 
new Administration? Were we not to judge, from 
the remarks made by one of its friends, that we 
were to be precipitated into a conflict with this 
mighty power, prepared and armed at every point, 
and that, too, for a line of demarcation? If they 
were to rash into the conflict—if the South was to 
be prostrated, he was thankful that gentlemen had 
shown their hands, that the South might know that 
ove ofthe results attending the triumph of this 
great party, was a question of territorial war. 

Mr. ALFORD replied to these remarks, and 
said that he had not spoken in behalf of the coming 
Administration. He had it not in his eye or his 
mind at the time he spoke; he knew nothing of its 
secrets nor its intentions. He had had no confe- 
rence with its friends, nor had his advice ever been 
asked. He spoke for himself—he spoke the senii- 
ments of his own heart, when he said that the Lion 
of England had g:owled for its prey on the North- 
eastern boundary. Whatever might be the opinion 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Hotmes,}] he (Mr. A.) would express his belief 
that, if ever the issue of which the gentleman spoke 
did come, the State of South Carolina would be 
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seen in the first ranks, gallantly defending the ho- 
por, and maintaining the rights of the nation. This 
much he could say—he being one of the first born 
of nullification out of South Carolina—that South 
Carolina would be the last to hide her head, if the 
country should ever be engaged in a war with Bri- 
tain. His own wish was, that we never might have 
war with her on this or any other question, if it 
could be honorably avoided. , 

For the part which he had taken in the recent 
victorious struggle, he claimed no honor distinct 
from his colleagues and his country; and in charac- 
terizing as he had done the communication of Mr. 
Forsyth, he (Mr. A ) had done only that which a 
sense of justice dictated. 

Mr. CUSHING, after some preliminary re- 
marks in relation to the great importance of the 
subject involved in the documents, called paiticu- 
lar attention to the fact, that this was the first time 
it had been officia'ly avowed that the cutrage on 
the Caroline was authorized by the Government of 
Great Britain. You will perceive, said Mr. C. 
that Mr, Fox says: 

“Jt is well known that the destruction of the 
steamboat Caroline wasa public act of persons 
in her Majesty’s service, obeying the order of their 
superior authorities.” 

He (Mr. C.) denied that the fact, that the out- 
rage being perpetrated under the auihorily of the 
British authorities, had been “well known,” as al- 
leged by Mr. Fox. Two years ago, Lord Palmer- 
sion was asked that question, but it bad never 
been avowed until the present time. Therefore, 
he would repeat that the assertion as to the fact 
now avowed being “‘well known,” was, in point of 
fact, untrue. This had been very properly noticed 
by the Secretary of State in his reply to Mr. Fox, 
as follows: 

“If the destruction of the Caroline was a public 
act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying the 
order of their superior authorities, this fact bas not 
been before communicaied to the Government of 
the United States.” 

The fact of this avowal, however, gave the sub- 
ject an importance which it did not before possess. 
Mr. C. then proceeded to show that as the autho- 
tities of the Colonial Provinces had punished 
American citizens engaged in piratical acts on their 
coast, by a parity of reasoning the State of New 
York had the same right to punish persons engaged 
in piratical acts within her waters. 

Mr. C. then entered into a vindication of the 
friends of General Harrison, and complained that 
while at one time they were charged with being the 
allies and tools of Great Britain, they were now 
charged with a design to involve the country ia 
war with that power. He denied both the charges. 

Mr. DUNCAN demanded of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusainc] when and 
where the Administration had charged the Whigs 
with being the “tools of Great Britain.’ Let the 
member lay his finger upon the place where it had 
been asserted by any paper, or present, if he could, 
any such extract to the House. The Whig party 
had not been charged by the Van Buren press with 
being the “tools” of Great Britain; but they had 
been charged with being under the influence of the 
moneyed aristocracy of that country—under the 
influence of British gold. And, said Mr. D. I 
would advice gentlemen, before they engage ia such 
debates as these, first to clear themselves trom that 
charge. Let the gentleman from Massachusetis 
pause before making such a charge against the De- 
mocratic party, and clear his own party from the 
just charge of acting under the influence of the 
moneyed aristocracy of Great Britain. Mr. D. 
here desired the Clerk to read an extract from a 
paper he held in his hand; but 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
subject on which the genileman was speaking was 
not in order on a motion to reconsider the printing 
of documents. 

Mr. DUNCAN was perfectly willing to speak in 
order; but if he was out of order in showing the 
falsity of a charge against the Administration, why 
was not the gentleman who made that charge 
called to order? Mr. D. said the charge against 
the Democratic party having been made, and he 
having denied it, he was now about to prove that 








the Whigs and the institutions of the country were 
governed and managed by the moneyed aristocracy 
of England. 

After some conversation of a desultcry cha- 
racter, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his motion to reconsi- 
der. So the question was no longer before the 
House. 

REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 

Toe following bills from the Senate were twice 
read, and referred as follows : 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White ; 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes; to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensiens. 

Ar act granting a pension to David Walter ; to 
the Commitiee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief Samuel Collins; to ihe 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act for the relief Joseph Bassett ; to the Com- 
miitee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to procure steam vessels for the revenue ser- 
vice; to the Commitice on Commerce. 

An act for the relief of Joab Seeley ; to the Com- 
miitee of Claims. 


An aci for the relief William P. Rathbone; to | 


the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Richard T, Banks; to the Committee of Ciaims. 

An act to pay Bea Murphy, of Arkansas, lor 
corn, catile, &c.; to the Committee of Claims. 

An act making an appropriation for the removal 
of the raft in Red river; to the Commiitee on 
Roads and Canals. 

An act to amend the act to authorize the State of 
Tennessee to issue grants to Jands and settle claims 
to vacant lands, passed 18.h of April, 1s06; to the 
Commiiiee on Public Lands. 

An act for the benefit of the Seima aud Teanes- 
see Railroad Company; to the Commiilee on 
Public Lands. 

An act further to amend the act to provide for 
taking the sixth census or enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the United States; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

An act allowing drawback on foreign merchan- 
dise expoited in the original package to Chihuahua 
to Santa Fe, in Mexico; to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce, with instructions to inquire into the pro- 
priety of extending the same privilege to the ex- 
portations 10 the adjoining dominions of Great 
Britain. 

An act for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of Mobile; to the Commitiee on Military Affairs. 

SCHOOLS FOR INDIANS. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio asked leave to move a re- 
solution which was read at the Clerk’s table; and 
no objection being made, the resolution was iniro- 
duced, and it was agreed to, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That,the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House in what manner that part of 
the 20th article of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw nation, made at Dancing 
Rabbit Creek, and dated September 27, 1830, has 
been executed, which stipulates that “for the bene- 
fitand advantage of the Chuciaw people, and to 
improve their condition, thers shall be educated 
under the direction of the President and at the ex- 
pense of the United States, forty Choctaw youths 
for twenty years.” 

And that he communicate copies of all such re- 
gulations as may have been adopted, of orders is- 
sued, and correspondence had, relating to the exe- 
cution of that stipulation, and state what amount 
of money has been appropriated, and what amcunt 
expended on account thereof; what agent or agents 
have been employed, their names, number, and 
compensation; whether an academy or other school 
has been established for the education of the Choc- 
taw youth, and at what time and p'ace; whether 
teachers have bren employed, and the names, num- 
ber, and compensation of each; what number of 
the Choctaw youths, or other persons, if any, have 
been received into, or educated a', such school, and 
at what cost per scholar; what buildings, if any, 
have been erected for the accommodation of such 
school, and at what cost; and what branches cf 


learning have been taught there; and how many 
pupils have graduated, and ia what term of time 
alter their admission; and what is the present num- 
ber of teachers and pupils belonging to the school. 

And that he be required to make a similar report 
and statement in regard to the execution of so much 
of the same article of said treaty as provides that 
“fifty thousand dollars, viz: twenty-five hundred 
dollars annually, shall be given for the support of 
three teachers of schools for twenty years.”’ 

PESENTATION OF PETITIONS. 

The States and Territories were then called for 
petitions. They wete presen‘ed by 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

Mr. CRARY, of Mibhigan. 

Mr. JAMESON, of Missouri. 

[Mr. Jameson presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri on the subject of the 
northern boundary of that State. Also, the memo- 
rial from same on the subject of the swamp lands; 
and also, the petiiion of Wm. Turney tor an ad- 
ditional pension. The two last of which were re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees, and the first 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed.] 

Messrs. CRABB and DILLET, of Alabama. 

Messrs CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Lilinois. 

' [Mr. Reywoups presented ihe petition of 121 
ciizens of Wilhamson county, Lilinois, praying 
for a change of the mail rouie from Go'conda to 
Frankfortin said State, so as to pass Marion, the 
county seat of said Williamson county: referfed to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Reads.) 

Messis. LANE, CARR, and DAVIS, of In- 
diana. 

{[Mr. Carr presented the petition of Alexander 
Chambers, of Indiana, asking a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ] 

Me-srs. SWENEY, STARKWEATHER, 
WELLER, MASON, aod MEDILL, of Ohio. 

Mr. 'TURNEY, of Tennessee. 

[Mr. Turney presented the petition of Samuel 
Parnel, of Tennessee, !atea voiunteer in Florida, 
praying an investigation into the causes of the 
great delay to pay for the horses Jost in Florida: 
referred to the Commitiee of Ciaims,and ordered 
to be printed. } 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, GREEN, TRIP- 
LETT, and BUTLER, of Kentucky. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, of Georgia. 

Messrs. THOMPSON, BUTLER, and PICK- 
ENS, of Seuth Carolina. 

Mr. DEBERRY, of North Carolina. 

Messrs. BEATTY, HENRY, KEIM, TO- 
LAND, and FORNANCE, of Pennsylvania. 

[Mr. Ker presented the petitions of Margaret 
Glencer, Maria E. Fox,and Susanua Mellon, pen- 
sioners underthe act of 7th July, 1838, praying a 
continuance of pension. Also, the petition of 
Philip Auspach, asking for arrears of pension.]} 

(Mr. Totanp remarked that he was desirous of 
presenting a memorial of the Anti-slavery Society 
of Eastern Pennsylvania, which prayed for achange 
or amendment ¢f the-Constitution of the United 
States, regarding the toleration of slavery. He 
did not conceive, inasmuch as it asked for an alte- 
ration in the fundamental law of the Jand, that it 
came within the rule of the House prohibiting the 
reception of petitions upon the subject of slavery; 
that the Speaxer, however, might think different- 
ly; and that, for the purpose of ascertaining his 
Opinion, he would send him the memoria! to exa- 
mine at his seat. Mr. T. also remarked, that if 
the Spzaker decided that the memorial came under 
the rule, he should feel it his daty to take an ap- 
peal. 

Tne Speaker examined the memorial, and ob- 
served that be was not surprised at the doubts of 
the gentlemen, that he felt it, however, to be his 
duty to decide that it did come within the class ex- 
cluded by the rule; bat that he had no objection io 
the appeal which Mr. T. said he would take. 

Mr. Toxanp then took the appeal—the qzestion 
was put, and the Speaxea’s decision was affirmed 
without a division ] 

Messrs. MONTANYA, JACKSON, BREW- 
STER, KEMPSHALL, ALLEN, HAND, ELY, 
MITCHELL, MORGAN, MONROE, CHIT- 
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TENDEN, RUSSELL. FILLMORE, PECK, and 
GRANGER, of New York. 

(Mr. Hanp presented a memorial of 86 citizens 
of Plattsburgh, New York, praying the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. Also,a memorial of Eikanah 
Watson, setting forth the advantage to the United 
States of a railroad for military and other purposes 
between Port Kent, on Lake Champlain, and Og- 
densburgh, &c. &c. Also, on his motion, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Hugh Malloy; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of John 
Arheart; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

(Mr. Baewsrer presented the memorial of Geo. 
H. McWhorter and several hundred other citizens 
of Owego co. N. Y. in relation to the piers and 
mole at Oswego: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered that the memorial be 
printed. ] 

(Mr. Jackson presented the memorial of Capt. 
Noah Mason, keeper of the light-house at Sands 
Point, N. Y. asking compensation for moneys ex- 
pended by him iv improving the property belong- 
ing to the United States at that place. ] 

{Mr. Morean presented the petition of Willet 
Lounsbury, Hiraw Rathbun, and 54 other citizens 
of Cayuga co. N. Y. fora general bankrupt law. 
The petition of G. 8. Murphy, Isaac Sclover, and 71 
other citizens of the same, for the same. The pe- 
tition of Thomas Y. How, jr. for the issuing of a 
patent, and for other relief ] 

Mr. EASTMAN, of New Hampsbire. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Maine. 

Mr. SLADE, of Vermont. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, of Connecticut. 

Mr. CRANSTON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, CUSHING, PARMENTER, 
REED, SALTONSTALL, ADAMS, and CAL- 
HOUN, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a letter, which he con- 
sidered in the nature of a petition, from a Mr. At- 
tree, of New York, who considered his character 
as a Reporter and a man injuriously assailed by 
the “reading, in the House of Representatives, by 
Mr. Monroe, of New York, of a letter from Mr. 
Jaffray of that city, in which a report made by said 
Altree was represented as a burlesque of a speech 
delivered by Mr. Jaffray at a certain meeting held 
in New York, and by the remarks of Mr. Monro: 
and Mr. Wise thereon. Mr. A. said he did not 
know the individual, nor did he know he had ever 
seen him, unless it might have been once, when he 
was engaged in reporting a lecture which Mr. A. 
had delivered (on any thing but politics) shortly 
before the commencement of the present session; 
but he presented and would ask for the reading of 
the letter as au act of justice to the person con- 
cerned. 

Some remarks fell from Mr. A. which related to 
the part Mr. Monroe had taken in the debate on 
the bill re; orted by Mr. A. for the prevenuon of 
fiauds on the revebue. 

The letter having been read— 

_ Mr. MONROE of New York expressed his sur- 
prise and regret that the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts had thought it proper to bring a 
matter like this before that solema assembly. ‘The 
communication, 2s published in the Herald, had 
reached the city the night before, and Mr. M’s al- 
tention had been called to it, sapposing it might 
contain something persona! to himseif and the ho- 
norable gentiesan from Virginia, (Mr. Wise.) 
He had carefully examined it tosce whether the 
writer, inany partof it, had taken exception to 
the course of the honorable Mr. Wiss and himself 
in what they had said, a few days since, in rela- 
tion tothe report of Mr. Jafftray’s speech, and he did 
not so understand the writer. In what Mr. M. had 
said, in the spur of the moment, he bad had no inten- 
tion to callin question the qualifications of Mr. 
Attree as a Reporter, or the accuracy o/ the Herald; 
but ke had, op a perusal of bis repori of Mr. Jat- 
fray’s speech on the necessity of the merchants of 
New York employing an agent at Washington, 
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been led at once to conclude that it must have been 
a burlesque of the speech actually celivered; for he 
could not believe that any one, who wished, as 
Mr. Jaffray did, to prevent the passage of a law 
in Congress, could ever beso blind to his own 
interests as to make such a speech as that given 
as his in the New York Herald. 

But further: Mr. Jaffray had himself published, 
in that very paper, a letter or card, positively de- 
nying the correctness of the report, and represent- 
ing it as acaricature of his remarks; which card 
had been published in the Herald, withont editorial 
comment or remark, to his knowledge. Hence 
Mr. M. concluded, of course, as any man would 
naturally conclude, that the report was admitted by 
the editor to have been, as it was charged to be, a 
mere playful burlesque. Mr. M. said he was not 
there to defend Mr. Jaffray, nor was he there to as- 
sail any man. When the report of Mr. Jaffray’s 
letrer had been read, he perceived that it had more 
effect in the House than he could have thought it 
at all likely to have; and apprehending that the 
character of the great body of the merchants of 
New York might possibly be injariously affected by 
the impression it produced, and from the comments 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
on the proceedings of the meeting at which it had 
been delivered, Mr. M. as in duty bound, had risen 
in their defence, and had endeavored to show that 
they were in no wise justly implicated. As to this 
Mr. Attree, Mr. M. had no doubt he was one of 
the best reporters in this country. Hehad said no- 
thing against his capacity or character, but he had 
honestly supposed the report wes a burlesque. He 
repeated that he had not risen to defend Mr. Jaffray 
or to at‘ack the editor or reporter of the Herald, 
bat merely to perform a duty to his constituents, by 
preventing misapprehension on this floor. As an 
evidence of the total contempt in which this whole 
matter was regarded in New York, in all the letters 
he bad received from that city, not a word was said 
in any one of them about it. In fact, it was too 
ridiculous an affair for Mr. M. to have any thing 
further to do with, and he washed his hands of it. 

Mr. ADAMS said that, if the gentleman from 
New Yerk [Mr. Mownrog] had alluded to him as 


intending, in any remarks he had submitted, to in- ; 


jure the character of the merchants of New York— 

Mr. MONROE promptly interposed to disavow 
any such idea; he was fully aware that the honora- 
ble gentleman from Massachuseus wou'd be one of 
the very lastmen unjestly to assail the reputation of 
so respectable a body of men, or of any other class 
of citizens throughout this country. 


Mr. ADAMS said this was sufficient for him. 
No man cherished a higher respect for the mer- 
chants of New York than he did; those, especially, 
who were in a proper sense American merchants. 
But the meeting, calling itself a meeting of the 
merchants of New York, consisted of a very diffe- 
rent description of persons; being composed, chiefly, 
of Scotchmen and Yorkshire clothiers, the very 
men against whose frauds the bill he had introduced 
was aimed. As to the remarks of Mr. Jaffray on 
himself, he should say nothing, save to that por- 
tion of them which charged him with “having been 
closeted for two hours with the Collector of New 
York” when Mr. A. was coming on to Congress— 
to which he plead guilty; he bat been closeted with 
that officer, thongh not quite for two hours. He hzd 
gone at the request of the Collector, who, hearing of 
his being in the city, had sent a note to him to see 
him at the cus‘om-house; and in that conversation 
the Collector had expressed a very strong desire that 
that portion of the bill to prevent frauds on the re- 
venue, which Mr. A. had formerly reporied to this 
House, shou'd be reported again. With Mr. Hoyt 
or with Mr. Benjamin F. Butter, Mr. A. could c'aim 
little political sympa'hy; but he had gone as he was 
requested; and there it was siated to him that the 
frauds comp'ained of were going on still, and that 
ihe bill was as necessary now as it had ever been; 
and the Collector had observed that his successor, 
whoever he might be, would fiod itso. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury entertained the same desire 
for th: passage of the bill. And Mr. A. would do 


both these officers cf Government the justice to say 
that he believed, in this matter, they were disposed 
to discharge their public duty with fidelity; and he 


st 





was willing, in this thing, to give to 
wishes of the Treasury Department all 
port in that House he was able. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON moved that go 
much of the President's message as relates to mili. 
tary affairs be referred to the Committee on Mijj. 
tary Affiirs. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. He said that the Prac. 
lice for some years had been for the House to is 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and for some friend ef the President then 
to portion out the President’s message among the 
appropriate committees, by which means the whole 
of that document came under the consideration of 
the House. It was a good practice, and presented 
the only mode by which the House could get fyi 
possession of every part of the message. But 
within the last few years, examples had crept in 
which he hoped, for all future times, would stand 
as warnings and not as admonitions, of not cop- 
sidering the message in Commitiee of the Whole 
but of individual gentlemen picking out particular 
subjects in it, and having them referred to their 
own committees. This practice was not only 
irregular, but highly inexpedient and injurious, 
producing utter confusion in the legislation of the 
House. It prevented the House from getting the 
whole message under its discussion; and that 
which it did discuss was discussed under expo- 
sure, every moment, to the previous question, 
by which free discussion and full and ripe consi- 
deration was prevented. Here a gentleman wanted 
one particular portion of the message reterred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs: but as Mr. A. 
considered the portions of the message on that sub- 
ject as highly important, he desired the whole mes- 
sage should first be considered in Committee of the 
Whole on the siate of the Union; and he felt the 
rather anxious on this point becavse the gentleman 
at the head of the military committee at the last 
session had proposed to add some 1,500 or 1,600 
men to the standing army of the United States. Ifthe 
House did go into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
A. should very probably deliver sentiments on sev- 
eral of the subjects it contained very different from 
those expressed by the President. He hoped the 
gentleman would change his motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON consented, in pursuance of 
this suggestion, to change his motion for one to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the President's 
message, and make it the special order on Monday 
next. He denied, expressly, that the bill to which 
the honorable gentieman had alluded as introduced 
last session did propose to augment, by a single 
officer or man, the standing army of the United 
States ; but its object was to protect a frontier ex- 
posed to the utmcst dangers from savage depreda- 
tion and massacre. 

The motion, requiring two-thirds, was not agreed 


the proper 
the Sup- 


to. 

Whereupon Mr THOMPSON gave notice that 

he should renew his motion on Monday next. 
THE NEW JERSEY EL&CTION. 

While petitions were being presented to-day, 
Mr. GARRET DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked leave 
to move the following resolution, which was read 
and objected to: 

Whereas the majority of this House, about the 
close of the last session of Congress, did decide that 
Peter D. Vroom, Pailemon Dickerson, William R. 
Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall, and Joseph Kille, were 
‘“entitied to occupy as members of the House of 
Representatives the five contested seats from the 
State of New Jersey;” and said majority, with the 
exception of the members on the Committee of 
Elections, had had no opportunity of examining 
the testimony relating to said contested seats, and 
yet refused to permit said testimony to be read '0 
the House, and proceeded to adjudge and decide 
the right to said seats ia utter ignorance of the 
merits of the contest; therefore, 

Be it resolved, Tnat the aforesaid decision of the 
majority of this House ought to be rescinded, set 
aside, and held for naught. ; 

Resolved, That this House will, in conformity to 
all precedent, to the decency, dignity, and justice 
ofsuch proceedings, and to the sanction of their 
oaths and their duty as judges of the case, thorough- 
ly examine the testimony, taken by its order, in 
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relation to the conflicting claims to said seats, and 
will then impartially decide the right of the said 
Peter D. Vroom, Philemon Dickerson, Wim. R. 
Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall, and J oseph Kille, of the 
one part, and of John B. Aycrige, Charles C. 
Siratton, J. B. Maxwell, William Halstead, and 
T. Jones Yorke, of the other part, to them. 

Mr. RANDOLPH gave notice of a bill to deter- 

mine by law the day for the annual meeting of 
Congress. : 
- On motion of Mr. CUSHING, all the memorials 
and other papers on file in rejation to French spo- 
liations previous to 1800, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; and he gave notice that 
he should call the attention of the House to this sub- 
ject on Thursday, the 7th of January next. 

Mr. GRAVES obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of Mary Hunter; which was twice 
read, and committed for to-morrow. 

Mr. LANE obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
confirm to the State of Indiana the land selected by 
her for that portion of the Wabash and Erie Canal 
which lies between the mouth of the Tippecanoe 
river and Terre Haute, and for other purposes; 
which bill was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The following resolutions were introduced on 
leave during the presentation of petitions, and were 
agreed to by the House: 

By Mr. MOORE: 

Resolved, That the letter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated July 10, 1840, transmitting the re- 

rt of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
in relation to the claims filed in the land office at 
Opelousas, under the act of 6h February, 1835, for 
the final adjustment of claims to Jand in the State 
of Louisiana, with all the documents, be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. BEIRNE: 

Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a post route from Pales- 
tine, in the county of Greenbrier, Virginia, to the 
Red Sulphur Spring, in Monroe county, in said 
State. 

By Mr. POPE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency and justice of establishing a post route 
from Springfield to Maxville, in Washington coun- 
ty, Kentucky, and from Maxville to Harrodsburg, 
in Mercer, and of providing by Jaw for having the 
mail carried on said route as formerly. 

By Mr. A. V. BROWN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting pensions to Rowland Ledbetter, 
Aleathea Allen, widow of Daniel Allen, and Corne- 
lius Webb. 

On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

The House adjourned over till Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 4, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 

rialof the Council ard House of Representatives 
of the Territory of Iowa, praying an act to autho- 
rize the survey and estimate for a canal from 
lowa City to some point on the Cedar River, in 
said Territory; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. 
* Also, the memorial of the Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, praying 
2n appropriation for the improvement of certain 
roads; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, the’memorial of the Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of Iowa, praying 
an appropriation for the improvement of the Terri- 
torial road in said Territory; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a report from the Sccretary of Stat», with 
the names and cempensations of the clerks em- 
ployed in that office; which waslaid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
with a statement of the expenditures of the contin- 
gent fund of that Department. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 





leiety of Friends in the State of Michgan, praying 





Tieasury, transmitting a report of the Commis- 
sioner of the Genesal Land Office, containing a 
statement of its operations during parts of the year 
1839 and 1840; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr, PIERCE presented the pet'tion of David Put- 
ney; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. NORVELL presen‘ed the petition of one 
hundred and seventy citizens of Michigan, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which, as 
a bill on the subject had been already reported, was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. N. presented the petition of citizens of Ma- 
comb coupty, Michigan, praying for the imposition 
of a duty on foreign silks; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mir. N. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Cieveland, Ohio, praying for the improvement of 
the harbor of Port Sheldon. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying for a discontinuance 
of the spirit portion of the navy ration, and the sub- 
stitution of healihful beverages therefor; which 
wes referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. AULEN presented the petition of two citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying the passage of a general 
bankrupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam C. Anderson; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the’ petition of the 
New Orleans and Carroliton Railroad Company; 
which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of the S-- 


the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia and the Territories of the 
United States. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the mo- 
tion of reception was aid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of Walker Kinkle and Carothers; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Reuben E. 
Gentry and others; wh'ch was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two petitions 
in favor of abolishing the spirit portion of the navy 
ration, and the substitution of healthful beverages 
therefor; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affa'rs. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition ef the heirs 
of Dr. William Ramsey, of Lieutenant Enoch 
IK. Withers, of Captain Jchn Hawkins, of Dr. 
William Rumney, ot Lieutenant Jos. Blackwell, of 
John and Henry Banks; which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of How- 
land Dyer; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Mr. R. also presented the petitions of Fontaine 
Maurey, of George W. Jones, of Robert Roberts, 
and of Caleb Eddy; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Depeyster and Henry A. Croger; which was 
referredto the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. NICHOLAS, the petition and 
papers of Estevan Plauche, now on file, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the petition and pa- 
pers of Samnel Mackay were permitted to be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Legislative Council of the Territory of lowa, pray- 
ing a change in the organic law of said Territory, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Bvtcher and 
and the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholo- 
mew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Campau; and 





The bill for the relief of Joseph Kennedy; 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. KING, in pursvance of previous potice, 
asked and obtained leave to introdace a bril for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Scott; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Thos. 
S. Clarke, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, to which was referred the petition of John 
Landis, made an unfavorable report thereon, and 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tien, which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secreiery of the Treasury be 
directed to inform the Senate what amount of mo- 
ney, being a balance found to their credit on the 
books of the branch of the Bank of the United 
States at Washington city, was paid into the Trea- 
sury by the surviving commis ioners under the act 
for the settlement of the Mississippi land claims, 
and the correspondence in relation thereto, 

Mr. BENTON submited the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to inform the Senate, whether any experi- 
men's have been made or authorized by him to as- 
certain the fitness of American water rolled hemp 
for the use of the navy—what pregre-s has been 
made in such experiments, if any—the prospect of 
suceceding in the aitempt—and whether any special 
legislation in relation to contracts fcr supplying the 
navy with hemp would be necessary to the full and 
satisfactory decision of the question of the fitness 
or unfitness of American water rolled hemp for the 
use of the navy of the United States. 

The bill to confirm to the State of Indiana the 
land seleeted by her for that pertion of the Wabash 
and Erie Canal which lies between the mouth of 
the Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for 
other purposes, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
Telief of Clemens, Bryan and Company, was taken 
up and considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the bill waking 
compensation to the Sta'e of Maine for the services 
of her militia, was taken vp and considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third readine. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the bill making 
compensation to the State of Kew Hampshire for 
the services of her militia, was taken up and con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The bill for the relief of the Piumb Island 
Bridge and Turnpike Company; 

The bill to refund to Noah Miller and others, a 
part of the proceeds of the sale ot the British 
sloop Mary, and cargo, which were captured by 
them, and libel'ed and sold for the benefit of the 
Uaited States; 

The bill for the relief of John Moore; 

fhe bil in addition te an act forthe relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, were severally con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engro-sed for a third reading. 


GENERAL PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION 
LAW. 

The bill to establsh a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
pablic lands, who shail inhabit and cnilivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, being the spe- 
cial order of the day, was takea up, and 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, addressed the Senae 
at length in explanation, and in favor of i's prov.- 
sions. He was followed by 

Mr. BENTON, who also spoke at some length in 
favor of the measure. 

After some remarks by Messrs. PRENTISS and 
MANGUM, Mr. M. offered to amend by inserting 
the word “white,” so as to confine the benefits of 
the bill to white persons, which was adopted—ayes 
37, nay 1, as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben‘on, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Falton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, King, Knigh!, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Stargeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
and Young—37. 

NAY—Mr. Porter—1. 

Mr MANGUM then moved to amend, by ex- 
cepting aliens from the provisions of the bill, 
which was advocated by Messrs. MANGUM and 
CLAY of Kentucky, aad oppesed by Messrs. BU- 
CHANAN, CLAY of Alabama, and BENTON; 
and the question on its adoption being taken, it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 12, nays 30, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntingtun, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, and Rug- 
gles—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Benton, Bacha- 
nan, Caihoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hender- 


son, Hubbard, Kine, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouten, | 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Perter, Roane, Ro bin- | 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smih of Indi- | 


ana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walkcr, 
Wall, Williams, Wright and Young—30. 

Mr. TAPPAN then moved to amend, by pro- 
viding that no person shou!d be permitted to avail 
himself of the benefits of the bill more than once; 
which was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then informally passed over, 


And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 4, 1841. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Licuse the fol- 
lowing communications, which were severally laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed, viz 

1. From the Secretary of the Treasury, traus- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, relative to the operations of that 
office during paris of the years 1839 and 1840. 

2. From the Comptroller of the Treasury, in 
vbodience to the act of 31 of March, 1809, ‘fur- 
ther to amend the severgl acts for the adjustment 
and regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy 
Deparimenis,” and of the act of 31 March, 1817, 
to provide fur the prompt settlement of public ac- 
counts, transmitting a lis! of the balances 
on the books of the revenue, wnich have remaised 
unsettled by colleetors of the 


eusioms and wuihers, 








| not report at the jast session. 
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fund, were so paid, under an order of the House, 
directing me to have the printing done, before a 
a public Printer was elected; and that, by a special 
written agreement made by Messrs. Blair and 
Rives, documents of the last sessien, sufficient for 
the useof the members, were all to have been 
bound and delivered by them, at the beginning of 
present session, 

I learn, further, from a report of the proceedings 
of the House, that to the motion of reference, an 
amendment was offered, instructing the committee 
tg “inquire whether the Clerk was inferested in the 
contract with Langtree and O’Sullivan, and the con- 
tracts with Langtree.” Regarding this as an inti- 
mation that I have, by indirect and covert means, 
appropriated to my own use a portion of the public 
funds entrusted to my care, I cannot let it pass 
without notice. 

Had the amendment been adopted, and inquiry 
made, I should have regarded it as an act of kind- 
ness; but having been introduced and then with- 
drawn, it might seem thatI shrunk from the in- 
vestigation. 

Whena simi'ar charge was made against me at 
the last session, I immediately asked an investiga- 
tion. A select committee was appointed with full 
powers to send for persons and papers, and to “in- 
quire into all matters of frauds, all considerations 
of economy, and all other matters and things, in 
relation to contracts made by the Clerk of the 
House.” 

I was early informed by a member of that com- 
mittee, that they considered the charge of fraud as 
aliogether frivolous, and wou!d proceed to investi- 
gate the o'her subjects referred to them. 

Ihave no knowledge of the cause why thry did 
I hope it will be 


| their pleasure to do so the present session, and 


male known the results cf their inquiry as to all 
the matters referred to them. 
But since the question of fraud and underhand 


|| interest hos again been revived—thrown out as an 
| intimation, and left to work its insidious influence 


on the the public mind, uncontradicted, 1 here 
ascert, that [have not now, nor have I ever had, 
ihe remotest interest in any contracts made in my 


| cfficial capacity; and that nota solitary stiver has 


ever come in‘o my pockets as an inducement, or 
iu consequence of such contracts, 
All my official acts have been cpen and above- 


| board, and I am willing shall be known of al! men. 


which have been due more than three years prior | 


to the 30th of Sepiember, 1839. 

3. From the Secretary of the Navy, trarsmi!- 
ting, in obedience to the act of 34 March, 1239, an 
abstract of disbursements under the head of Con- 
lingent Expenses of the Naval Establishment, as 
settied end allowed at the office of the 


Auditor of the Treasury, irom the Ist cay of | 


October, 1839, to the 30 hoi September, 1840, in- 


clusively. 
4. From the Secretary of State, transmitting a 
list of the clerksemployed in bis Departioent dur- 


ing the past year, and th> compensation of each. 

5. From the Secretary of War, Wansmitng, in 
obedience to the modified resolution of the Hiuse 
of Representatives of the 231 ef Deeember list, a 
reportof the Chief Engineer, and of the C. lonel 
of Topogrsphical Engineers, relative to the sus- 
pension of operations atthe public works on the 
borders of the Western Jakes and on the Cumber- 
land Road. 


6. A letter from the Clerk of the House, as fo'- | 


lows : 
Tv the honorable the House of Representatives of the 

United States: 

1 was not in my seat when a letter from J. C. 
Rives, one of the Printers to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, was laid b-fore the House. As I learn 
from @ report of the proceedings of the House, 
that that Jetter had been referred to a commitiee, I 
will merely state, that I have sent no “‘report to the 
Stasioner of the House, to be printed by him,” nor 
any other document, that could be claimed by the 
public Printer; that the “other persons paid for 
printicg,” as found in my report in the contingent 


standing || 


No member of your honorable b: dy has a higher 


| sense then I have, of the duties cf a public offi- 


Fourth || 


eer, and I would scorna secret pur'oming of the 
Ticasury by indirection and subterfage, as much 
as | would an open and direct embezzlement. 

I therefore ask your honorable body to cause 
ingwiry to be made by a committee, whether the in- 


timation of my being interested with Messrs. | 


Langtree and O'Sullivan, S. D. Langtree, or any 
one eke, in any contract made in my official capa- 
city, or in any manner whatever, be trove or false. 
All of which is respeetfally submitted, 
HUGH A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
[Jonn C. Rives has read the above letter of the 
Clerk cf the House of Representatives; and as the 


| subject is now before a [committee of the House, 


he deems it improper, or impolitic, for him to say 


| mere at this time, than that it is his earnest desire 


teat the Committee should proceed with the inves- 
tigation as scon as possible, aud decide who js in 
the wreng, the C'erk or himself. He won'd here 
beg Ieave to add, with due deference, that he still 
has more confidence in his ewn e3es, than he has in 
the Clerk's letter.} 

Mr. MORGAN moved that it be laid upon the 
table and printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, thought the proper 
courre would be to refer the communication of the 
Clerk to the same Select Committee who have un- 
der considera ion the leiter of Mr. Rives. Mr. D. 
made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. MORGAN saw no necessity for referring it 
toa Select Committee. He hoped it weuld be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND hoped the gentleman 
from New York would withdraw the motion to lay 
on the table. He (Mr. G.) was in favor of an in- 
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vestigation. From an amendment offered 


: . . ; ona 
previous day, an impression was likely to exist jn 


the public mind that the Clerk had been interested 


in the contracts; but if there was no foundation for 
such a charge, as a matter of justice it Ought to be 
made known, and the impression removed. He 
hoped, therefore, that the communication of the 
Clerk would be referred, so that if there was p 
— for the implication, it might be made mani. 
est. 

The motion to lay on the table having prece. 
dence, was first put, and decided in the negative. 

The question on the motion of Mr. DAVIS was 
then put, and it was agreed to. So the communi- 
cation was referred, and ordered to be printed, 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS. 

The States and Territories were then called for 
petitions. They were presented by 

Messrs. ANDERSON, PAKRIS, and CLIP. 
FORD, of Maine. 

(Mr. Currrorp presented the petition of Wi. 
liam Trafton and others, of Shapleigh, Maine 
praying for the passage of a bankrupt law. ; 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire. 

Messrs. ADAMS, LINCOLN, BRIGGS, and 
REED, of Massachueetts. 

Messrs. TRUMBULL and BOARDMAN, of 
Connecticut. 

Messrs. FLOYD, STRONG, PRENTISS 
HAND, FILLMORE HUNT, MORGAN, MON. 
ROE, BARNARD, MARVIN, HUNT, DANA, 
EARL, MONTANYA, LEONARD, and CHIT- 
TENDEN, of New York. 

[Mr. Srrone presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Seneca co. N. Y. praying the passage 
of a general bankrupt law: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary.] 

(Mr. Eart presented a petition of O. B. Brack- 
ett, and other citizens of the county of Onondaga, 
in the State of New York, praying to have Con- 
gress enact a bankrupt law: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ] 

[Mr. Hunt presented the memorial 633 citizens 
of Troy, N. Y. asking the passage of a bankrupt 
law: referred tothe Judiciary Committee. Also, 
the memorial of 172 citizens of the city of New 
York, asking the passage of a bankrupt law: re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee.] 

[Mr. Leonarp presented the petition of Hugh 
Stewart, praying to be indemnified for losses sus- 
tained by him under a contract for macadamizing 
the Pennsylvania avenue ] 

[Mr. Montanya presented petitions from citizens 
of New York and Brooklyn, praying the passage 
of a general baskrupt law. 

Mes:rs GALBRA!ITH, NAYLOR, WAGE. 
NER, TOLAND, and McCULLOCH, of Pennsy!- 
vania. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON, of Maryland. 

Messrs, BEIRNE, SAMUELS, GOGGIN, and 
McCARTY, of Virginia. 

[Mr. Gocers presented the petition of John Mar- 
chison, of the county of Campbell, in Virginia, 
praying compensation for revolutionary service:: 
referred to the Commitiec on Revolniionary Cilaims.] 

fr. SHEPARD, of North Carojina. 

Mr. PICKENS, of South Carolina. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNEY, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. MORRIS, GOODE, PARRISH, WEL- 
LER, and GIDDINGS, of Ohio. 

Mr. CHINN, of Louisiana. 

Messrs. RARIDEN, LANE, PROFFIT, CARR, 
and DAVIS, of Indiana. 

(Mr. Davis presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Davis, widow of Charles B. Davis, of this city 
praying compensation for property destroyed by the 
British during the last war, in the City of Wash- 
ington. 

Messrs. STEWART and REYNOLDS, of Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. JAMESON, of Missouri. 

Mr. CRARY, of Michigan. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsan. 

During the presentation of petitions, Mr. HUB- 
BARD asked leave to introduce a bill making it 
the duty of the President and the heads of the seve- 
ral departments, to remove from office any persops 
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who may make false estimates for the erection of 
blic works, etc. 

Objection being made, leave was not granted. 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas, also asked leave to 
introduce a bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations to improve the Red river, and for other 

rposes »” 
PvObjection being made, leave was not granted. 
Mr. REYNOLDS submitted the following reso- 
jution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the Genera! As- 
sembly of the State of Illinois, which is now on 
file in this House, praying for a bounty in land to 
the troops engaged in the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, be referred the Committee on Public Lands. 

NAVAL DEPOT IN RHODE ISLAND. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following pre- 
amble and resolutions, which were read for infor- 
mation: 

Whereas examinations and surveys bave hereto- 
fore been made in the Narragansett bay, in Rhode 
Island, with a view to military and naval esta- 
blishments, and reporis have been made to the 
Navy Department, and communicated to Congress, 
containing evidence of the fitness and advantages 
of a place upon the waters of that bay for a naval 
depot— 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of the Navy, as soon as may be, canse 
such further examinations and surveys to be made 
as in his opinion are necessary for ascertaining the 
fitness and relative advantages or disadvan‘ages of 
a place in the said Narragansett bay for a naval 
establishment, yard, and depot, on shore, and the 
best location therefor in said bay, with estimates of 
probable expense; and that said estimates, and the 
reports of said examinations and surveys, when 
made, and all such evidence as is now, or may then 
be, in possession of his Department, as to such fit- 
ness or advantages or disadvantages, be by the Se- 
cretary communicated to Congress as soon as may 
be, with such views and opinions as he may deem 
important. 

Resolved further, That for carrying this resolu- 
tion into effect, there be now appropriated, and 
there is hereby appropriated, a sum not exceeding 
one thousand doliars, out of any moners in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Objection being made, they were not received. 

The several committees were then called on for 
reports, of which an account will be found at the 
cose of the proceedings. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee on 
the National Library, presented the followirg, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That one copy of the catalogue of the 
Library of Congress be presented to each of the 
incorporated Universities, Colleges, Athenzeums, 
Historical Societies, and American Antiquarian 
Society in the United States, not exceeding 300 in 
number. 

NEGROES OF THE AMISTAD. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to examine and report whether the docu- 
ments presented to the House on this subject have 
been falsified in the translation from the Spanish, 
made the follewing repor': 

The select committee appointed on the 10th inst. 
with liberty to send for persons and papers, to as- 
certain and report to the House whether the print- 
ed House dcecument of the last session, No. 185, 
has been falsified, materially differing from the 
manuscript document transmitted by the President 
of the United States, and if so, by whom the said 
falsification was made, respectfully report— 

That a material alteration has been made from 
the manuscript fransmitted by the President to the 
House, by the substitution in the printed document 
of the word sound for the word ladino, in the ma- 
nuscript, in the translation, at page 48 of the print- 
ed document, of a paper purporting to be a pars- 
port for 49 slaves, belonging to J. Ruiz, and by the 
Substitution of the same word sound for the word 
ladino, in the translation at the 49.h page of the 
printed document, of a paper purporting to be a 
passport for three slaves belonging to P, Montez. 
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That this substitution was in both cases made by 
Jobn H. Trenholm, the proof reader at the office 
of Messrs. Blair and Rives, the Printers of the 
House. 

The committee submit herewith the testimony 
taken by them in performance of the duty assigned 
to them by the House, and in which will be scen 
the reasons adduced by Mr. Trenholm for making 
these alterations. And they have instructed their 
chairman to move that they be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

J. Q. ADAMS. 

The report was laid on the table, and, with the 
accompanying papers, ordered to be printed. 

The following, offered by Mr. BARNARD some 
days azo, came up in order: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury do 
make to this House a report io the following effect, 
viz: 

1. A statement showing the aggregate revenue 
which accrued to the Government from customs, 
from lands, and under the head of what is usually 
denominated “miscellaneous,” in the years 1837, 
1838, 1839, and 1340, estimating for the last quar- 
ter of the latter year; and showing also the agegre- 
gate expenditures during the same years, estimat- 
ing for the last quarter of 1810, excluding all pay- 
ments on acccunt of the redemption of Treasury 
noies, and a'so all payments on account of trust 
fands, except so far as such funds have failed to 
produce the full amount of interest or annuity 
actually paid on account of them. The statement 
to show the general balance between such revenue 
and expenditures fur the whole period. 

2. A statement showing the sources from which 
money has been derived to the Treasury, within 
the four years above mentioned, and the amount 
from each source, with the aggregate; estimating 
for amounts received or receivable in the last quar- 
ter of 1840. This statement to include the sum 
actually received in the Treasury after setting 
apart the orizinal amount for Ceposite with 
the States under the deposite act of 1836; the 
amount of the fourth instalment of ceposile money 
under that act which was finally retained in the 
Treasury; the amount of trest or indemnity funds 


(if any) received and not invested; the amount of 


Treasury notes which will be outstanding on the 
Ist of January, 1841, with the in'erest accrued on 
them; the amount received on old duty bonds, the 
payment ef which had been postponed; the amount 
received on bonds for the sale of the stock of the 
United States in the late Bank of the United States; 
and the amount received from various bants which 
suspended in 1837. This statement to show how 
much, if any, of these moneys remain, or will be in 
the Treasury on the Ist day of January, 1841. 

3. A statement (as far as the same is known, or 


| can be readily ascertained) showing in what cases, 


if any, and to what extent ard pecuniary amount, 
public works have been or will be carried on, or 
services rendered in behalf of the Government, 
under appropriations of the present year, or of past 
years, during the year 1840, (except under the P.st 


| Office Depariment,) in regard to which any special 


agreement or understanding whatever exists that 
the payment therefor should not be called for, and 


should not be made in the year 1240, or until afler 


the 4th day of March, 1841. 

4. A siatement showing what will be the proba- 
ble amount eut of the new and permavent appro 
priations, as exhibited in the estimates of the Se. 
cretary of the 7h and 8h December instant, for 
the year 1841, which will remain unexpended or 
uncalled for at the close of the year 1341, 

5. A statement showing the amounts which will 
be required to purchase stock, or make invest- 
ments, for or in bebalf of In ‘ians or Indian tribes, 
pursuant (o any treaty or other stipulation other 
than such as may have teen estimated for by the 
Secretary in his report of the 7ih December in- 
stant. 

6 A statement showing more particu'arly ‘han 
appears from his report of the 7h December in- 
stant, how much the expenses of 1841 will fali be- 
low those of 1849, on account of each of the fol- 
lowing particulars, namely: because “the pensions 
have diminished by death;” because “fewer In- 
dians remain to be removed; because “several 
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expensive public buildings bave been mostly Gnish- 
ed; and because “hostilities with the Seminoles 
must be nearer to a close.” 

7. A statement showing the amount of claims 
now pending in the Department, growing out of 
the Florida war, or relations with Indiaas, or other- 
wise, whether such claims have been considered or 
passed upon or not, with the probable or proximate 
amount, in the aggregate, of such claims which 
will become a charge upon the Treasury, as nearly 
as the Secretary is able to ascertain or to judge 
thereof, with the means he has, or can readily com- 
mand, 

Mr. B. after making some modifications thereto, 
was proceeding to censure the Secretary of the 
Treasury as guilty of deception, &«. when 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH moved that the House 
proceed to the orders of the day; which motion was 
agreed to. 

So the House proceeded to the orders of the day, 
being the consideration of business on the Sprak- 
en's table. 

The SPEAKER then !aid before the House the 
following message from th» President of the United 
States, transmitting additional correspondence in 
relation to the 

BURNING OF THE CAROLINE. 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I think proper to communicate te the House of 
Representatives in further answer to their resolation 
of the 2Ist ultimo, the correspo dence which has 
since occurred beiween the Secretary of State and 
the British Minister on the same sabject. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

WashIncton, January 2, 1841, 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasninaton, December 29, 1840. 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your leer of the 26h instant, in which, 
in reply to a letter which [ had addres ed to you on 
the 13 h, you aeqzzini me that the President is not 


| prepared to comply with my demand for the jibera- 
| tion of Mr. Alexander McLeod cf Upper Canada, 


now imprisoned at Lockport, in the State of New 
York, on a pretended charge of murder and arson, 
as having been engaged in the destruction of the 
steamboat Caroline, on the 29h of December, 
1837. 

{ learn with deep reeret that such is the dee sion 
of the President of the United States; and I cannot 
bat foresee the very grave and serious coasequen- 
ces that must ensue, if, besides the injury already 
inflicted upon Mr. McLeod, of a vexatious and ua- 
justimprisonment, any further harm may be done 
to him in the progress of this extrao:dinary pro- 
cee ling. 

Ihave lost no time in forwarding to her Ma- 
jesty’s Government in England, the correspon- 
dence that has taken place, and I shall await the 
further orders of her Majesty’s Goveroment with 
respect to the important question which that cor- 
respondence involves. 

Bat I feel it my duty not to close this communi- 
cation without likewise testifying my vast regret 
and surprive at the expressions which I find re- 
peated in your letter with reference to the desiruc- 
tion of the siexmboat Caroline. I had confidently 
hoped that the firat erroneous impressions of the 
character of thatevent, imposed apon the m nd of 
the United States Government by parva! and ex- 
agccrated representations, woal:!, long since, have 
been effaced by a more s'rict an! accuraie exami- 
nation of the tacts. Such an investigation must 
even yet, | am wiiling to believe, lead the United 
Siaies Governzient tothe same conviction with 
which her Majesty's aushorities on the spot were 
impressed, that the act was cne, in the strictest 
sense, of self-defence, rendered absolutely ne- 
cessary by the ec:rcumsiances of the occssion, 
for the safety ani protection of her Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, and justified by the same 
motives and principles’ which, upon similar 
and well known occasions, have governed the con- 
duct of iliustriong officers of the Uniled States, 
The steamboat Caroline was a hostile ves-el, en- 
gaged in piratical war against her Majesiy’s people; 
hired from her owners for that express purpose, 
and known to be so beyond the possibility of 
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doubt. The place where it was destroyed was no- 
minally, it is true, within the territory of a friendly 
power; but the friendly power had been deprived, 
through overbearing, piratical violence, of the use 
of its proper authority over that portion of territory. 
The authorities of New York had not even been 
able to prevent the artillery of the State from being 
carried off publicly at midday, to be used as instru- 
ments of war against her Majrsty’s subjects. It 
was under such circumstances, which, it is to be 
hoped, will never recur, that the versel was attacked 
by a party of her Majesty’s people, captured, and 
destroyed. A remonstrance against the act ia 


question has been addressed by the United States to, 


to her Majesty’s Government in England. I am 
not authorized to pronounce the decision of her 
Majesty’s Government upon that remonstrance; 
bot I have felt myself bound to record, in the mean 
time, the above opinion, in order to protest in the 
most solemn manner against the spirited and loyal 
conduct of her Majesty’s officers and people being 
qualified, through an unfortunate misapprehension, 
as [ believe, of the facts, with the appellation of 
outrage or of murder. 

[ avail myself of this occasion to renew te you 
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. 

H. S. FOX, 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
“DrparTMenr or Stare, 
Washington, Dec. 31, 1840. 

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 29th inst. in reply to mine of 
the 26:h, on the subject of the arrest and detention 
of Alexander McLeod as one of the perpetrators of 
the outrage committed in New York when the 
steamboat Caroline was seized and burnt. Full 
evidence of that outrage has been presented to her 
Britannic Majesiy’s Government, with a demand for 
redress, and of course no discussion of the e:r- 
cumstances here, can be cither useful or proper; 
nor can I suppose it to be your desire to invite it. 
I take leave of this subject with this single remark, 
that the opinion so strongly expressed by you on 
the facts and principles involved in the demard for 
reparation on her Majesty’s Government by the 
United States, would hardly have been hazarded, 
had you been poscessed of the carefully eollected 
testimony which has been presented to your Go- 
vernment in support of that demand. 

I avail myself of the oceasion to renew to you 
the assurance of my distingsished consi leration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the message, with 
the accompanying documents, be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and that five 
thousand extra copies be printed, 

Mr. F. before he resumed his seat, wished to 
make a few observations in relation to the com- 
munication from the Minister of Great Britain, 
and in regard to the facts as stated by that function- 
ary in connection with the outrege upon the steam- 
boat Ceroline. 

That boat, said Mr. F. as I am informed on 
good authority, belonged toa man in the city of 
Buflalo named William Wells, who was, and is 
now, considered! a very peaceable and respectable 
citizen of that city. The boat did not belong to 
the “Patriots,” or the insurgents of Canada, nor 
was itin any way whatever under their control or 
authority. This being the case, he could not con- 
ceive why the appellation bestowed upon it by the 
Minister of Great Britain could have been given. 
There was noreasonfori'. Yet, said Mr. F. he 
has thought preper to call the boat a piratical ves- 
sel, in the employ of those persons derncminated 
Canadian Patriots. 

Mr. F. then preceeded to state what he main- 
tained were the rea! facts in relation to the burning 
of the Caroline, which were as folliows: 

Mr. Wells, at the time the insurgents were in the 
occupation of Navy Island, in Niagara river, on 
the Canadian side, was then in the city of Bufflo, 
twenty miles above. He there applied to the cus- 
tom-house authorities for permission to run a boat, 
as a ferry boat, from Schlosser across to Navy Is!- 
and. Permission being given, the Caro.ine com- 
menced ranning, simply as a ferry boat, being to- 
tally unarmed, and having no connection with the 
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insurgents. Neither did the boat carry any arms 
or munitions of war of any kind to those on Navy 
Island, but was engaged merely in the car- 
rying of passengers. Afier making several 
trips, the boat was at night safely moored 
and secured within the wharf on the American 
side—not within the “‘nominal’’ territory of the 
United States, but within the undoubted territory of 
this Government; as much so, said Mr. F. as this 
hall, in which we are now assembied, is in the terri- 
tory of the United States. After being thus safely 
moored at the wharf in our territory, it was left in 
the charge of a watch, unarmed, ard without any 
arms whatever being on board, except a single 
pocket pispol, not loaded. Well, while the boat 
was thus lying within our territory, it was attacked 
in the night by an armed force from Canada, sen’, 
as it now appears, by the authority of her Majesty. 
Ose man was murdered, ethers injured, the boat 
then fet on fire, tarned adrift, and sent over the 
f.lls. This was the “arson” complained of; this 
was ihe “murder” complained of. One of our citi- 
zens was attacked, unarmed, and had his brains 
knocked out; and there was every reason to believe 
that others were killed, or so injured as to be unable 
to leave the vessel before it went over the falls. 

Now, by the laws of the Siate of New York, 
said Mr. F. this was murder, and nothing Jess than 
murder; and the perpetrators, on being apprehend- 
cd, would be tried by the laws of that State for the 
crime. It wasa matter pertaining to the State; 
and neither this Government, ner the Execu ive of 
the Governmeut, could have any contro! over it, 
unless, indeed, the Government of Great Britain 
should see fitto repeal its present law, and, enter- 
ing into treaty stipulations, make laws which 
should be truly applicable to the ease. If so, Mr. 
F’. was understood to say, the matter might perhaps 
be compromised. But, apart from tha', if the 
same spirit was manifested by the powers at home 
as wax exhibited by the British minister here in re- 
lation to this matter, he, Mr. F. concrived that the 
necessary consequences of the conviction of Mc- 
Leod would be serious indeed. 

Mr. F. said he had no donbt but that McLeod 
would be put upon his trial, when he sincerely 
heped he weuld be found innocent. But if he 
shonld be found guilty, he had no doubt but that he 
would be executed, unless, indeed, a force much 
larger than common should be brought from the 
Canada side to his rescue. 

Mr. ‘F. concluded by showing that his reason for 
making these remarks was to show that there wasa 
false impression entertained by Mr. Fox in regard 
to the facts of the case. 

M. PICKENS hoped the House would at once 
cousentto the primting of the message and docn- 
ments, ord their reference wiihout further debate 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. He hoped 
so, because there wasa delicate negotiation pend- 
ing on another question with the same power, anl 
which question was exciting intense interest, not 
only in that section of the conntry, but to the whole 
Union. The excited state of the public mind, and 
a number of other reasons, induced him to hope 
that the matter would be permitted to go to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs with as litle cere- 
mony as possible. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not rise for the purpose 
of objecting to a reference of the message and do- 
cuments to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, but 
to object to the printing of the five thousand extra 
copies. He was in favor of a reference to the 
cominiitee, because the princip'es involved in the 
communications between Messrs. Fox and Forsyth, 
were, tohis mind, very greatand important. He 
wished the Commit'ee on Foreign Affairs to make 
a report on those gfeat prixciples, giving an expo- 
sition «f them, which might be printed, and go 
forth to the American people, as showing the rule 
by which we intended to abide. When sucha 
report should be made, then th® gentleman from 
New York might print as many extra copies as he 
chose. 

What are those principles, asked Mr. U. Why 
it is averred by the British Minister, that in a time 
of profound peace, an officer of another country, 
by the order of his Government, may commit 
an outrage within our territory, and destroy 


es 


the lives of our citizens, and yet he is not 
amenable to our laws for murder. This was 
asserted on the principle of international law: and 
if we so considered il, we must necessarily bring it 
within the case laid down by the British Minister 
But to do that, it was necessary that the order 
should come from the supreme executive authority 
of Great Britain to justify the act. Bat had we 
seen any order to that effect? So far as he was in. 
formed, no such order had beengiven. On the 
contrary, the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
CusninaG,] observed, a few days ago, that Lord Pal. 
merston has obs:rved silence to this day on the 
subject. That being the case, we had no right to 
take it for granted that the order for the outrage 
in question had come from the supreme Executive 
authority of Great Britain. 

He, Mr. U. was inclined to think, that if any 
inferior efficer of the army or navy, in the service 
of Great Britain, should, without instruction from 
the supreme executive authority, perpetrate such 
outrages, he would, in every sense of the word, be 
a murderer. He asked the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs to turn their attention to this point, and to 
give an exposition of international: law, which 
ought to be spread before the American people for 
examination, with a view to this or any other alter- 
cation which might occur between us and that na- 
tion. 

Besides this, there were other questions involved 
in these papers. There was the question as to the 
right of jurisdiction between the States and the 
Genera! Government, in relation to matters of this 
kind. On this point he would be glad to have the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs direct their attention. 

This transaction had occurred at atime when 
there were no treaty stipulations between us and 
Great Britain providing for such an occurrence, 
Now as this was a past affair, occurring when no 
ireaty stipulations did exist, he was not prepared to 
say thattreaty stipulations could now have an ex 
post facto operation to draw it from the jurisdiction 
of the State of New York to that of the General 
Government, and thereby prevent the authority of 
that Staie from punishing the murderer. 

Mr. U. was inclined to deny that the Constitution 
of the United States would jus'‘ify a treaty made 
subsequent to the fact, so as to take away the State 
jurisdiction. But whatever might grow out of this 
matter, he thought it highly necessary that we 
should take a firm and decided stand. It would 
not be proper for us to bully or to threaten Great 
Britain, but neither would it be proper for us to 
tamely submit to aggression. And if the conflict 
did come, he, for one, would be for owning the 
mouths of a!l streams whose source was in our 
territory. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, ian a very indignant 
manner, protested against the tone of the letter of 
the Biitish Minister, and asked if it was come to 
this, that we were to crouch to Great Britain. From 
the position of Mr. D. his remarks were mostly in- 
audible to the Reporter. 


Mr. WELLER said, it appeared to him that 
the subject had been sufficiently discussed. If it 
were prolonged, it might, to be sure, afford an op- 
portunity for gentleman to display their patriotism. 
3ut this, in his opinion, was not the proper time. 
Therefore, believing that ne good could result 
from further debate, and the House having had a 
specimen of the patriotism of its mem bers, he, Mr. 
W. wonld move the previous question, 
At the request of Mr. GRANGER, the motion 
for the previous question was withdrawn. 


Mr. GRANGER wished to say one word in rela- 
tion to the feeling which existed in this matter. He 
wi-hed to state that McLeod would have a fair and 
impartial tral, and have every advantaze which 
the laws of the State of New York secured to him. 
His trial would be as cool and dispassionate as if 
the marder had been committed by a citizen of 
New York on the body of another citizen of that 
State. When that trial should take place, he, Mr. 
G. hoped the man would be acqnited; but if found 
guilty, he wou'd suiely be condemned; ani if 
condemned, would most assuredly be executed, 
as due to the supremacy of the laws of 
the State. And, said Mr. G, sheuld the 
British Government, in a moment of rashness, 
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